
 During June the Preschool/Orchard 
Search Committee was busy reviewing and 
interviewing applicants for Sonshineôs 
Director position.  I worked to wrap up the 
current school year and also to assist with 
the search and to prepare for a new 
Director.  Fortunately there were excellent 
candidates, and just as the month ended 
Annette Walters was offered the position. 
That was a wonderful choice. 
 I first met Annette six years ago when 
she visited Sonshine to consider enrolling 
her oldest son for the two-year-olds 
program.  As she visited, it quickly became 
apparent to me that she had been a 
preschool teacher.  She had knowledge 
and skills of a teacher that I could see even 
during our walk around and more so as she 
became a parent in our program that year.  
We had to be patient, though, because it 
wasnôt until two years ago that the timing 
was right for her to join our staff.  As a 
teacher here, she quickly endeared herself 
to the rest of the staff and to the Sonshine 
parents and children. 
 I am totally confident that Annette is 
the right person to lead Sonshine 
Preschool in the years ahead.  She knows 
and loves Sonshine and has demonstrated 

a wide range of skills 
needed to work with 

staff, parents, children, and the church 
community. I am thrilled that she is the new 
leader at Sonshine Preschool. 
 During July, Annette and I will work 
together as needed while she prepares to 
take the lead in August and as I make the 
transition to retired volunteer. We are 
working to hire a new classroom teacher to 
fill the position she is leaving, as well as to 
finalize the teachersô aide position for fall. 
 Also during July, three of our teachers 
and two new summer aides will lead 2 
weeks of Sonshine Summer School ï a 
camping theme with tents around 
campfires in the classrooms.  (No flames!)  
35 children will enjoy the rich learning 
activities our teachers provide them. 
 As I said in this publication in May, 
there will be many day-to-day things that I 
will miss at Sonshine Preschool.  But 
knowing that Annette is ready to ñstep into 
the Director shoes of Sonshineò, Iôm getting 
ready to kick my shoes off to step into 
retirement. 
 Thank you, Orchard Community, for 
providing Sonshine Preschool for the 
children and families of Ventura.  God is 
Good! 
 Jean Callahan, Director 
 

 Hello Orchard! My name is Annette 
Walters. Ever since I was little, I knew I 
wanted to be a teacher. Some of my 
earliest memories involve me, a 
chalkboard, and all the younger neighbors. 
I thought I would teach elementary school 
until I started taking Early Childhood 
Education classes in college. This is when I 
fell in love and realized that so many 
important things happen with children 
between their birth and 5th year of life. I 
went on to complete my Bachelors of 
Science in Child and Adolescent Studies 
from Cal State Fullerton in the early 2000ôs. 
Since then, in one way or another,  I have 
worked with preschool age children for the 
majority of my adult years. I have taught 
preschoolers, worked in Children's ministry 
and become a mother. I couldn't be happier 
to be here at Sonshine preschool.  
 I have been married to Jason for 12 
years. We have two boys, Reef who is 8 
and starting 3rd grade at Juanamaria 
Elementary and Ryder who is 4 and 
starting his final year at Sonshine 
Preschool this Fall. If the weather is nice, 
you will find us at 
the beach! We are 
looking forward to 
getting to know our 
new Orchard family! 
- Annette 

Warm Welcome to Annette! 
Sonshine Preschoolôs New Director 
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Whether you've thought much about it or have tried to ignore it, there is 
an invisible war raging around us. The enemy seeks to wreak havoc 
on everything that matters to you - your emotions, your mind, your 

family, and your future.  

BUT, Ephesians 6:10 calls us to "Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might!ò We have a God that prepares and equips 
us to be victorious against the enemy, and this fall's study will help us develop our strategy 

to do so.  

Join us as we work through Priscilla Shirer's challenging and thought- and action-provoking 
study "The Armor of God". Throughout the fall, we will meet to pray, worship, and learn 
together so that we can take advantage of our position in Christ to experience the tangible, 

long-term effects of victory over the enemy in practical, everyday living.  

Both Tuesday night (7pm in the Library) and Wednesday morning (9:30am in the Worship 
Building) groups will be doing this study, starting September 5 and 6. Look out for a table on 
the patio to sign up and get your book ($20 each) this summer or contact Nancy Denharder 

or Deya Jacob for more information! 

Womenôs Bible Study 
New Fall Study begins September 5 & 6 

Financial Results Through May 2017 
May saw $44,000 of giving but $47,600 in 
spending for a $3,600 difference.  Year to 
date, weôve spent about $1,200 more than 
total giving.  Summer usually sees a drop off 
in giving so, hopefully, weôll see a strong 
June as preparation for the slower months. 
 
Thank you for all you do for Orchard 
ministries! 
 
Pete Hockenmaier  
For the Finance Committee 

VBS Recap 

The month of June was consumed by VBS for Children's Ministry. Our theme 
was 'Maker Fun Factory' where 120 kids learned that God made them for a 
purpose! It was a fun week filled with songs, games, crafts, Bible Stories, and 
kids using their imaginations to build robots. The week concluded with 
VBS Sunday and if you were at worship that day you were able to see 40+ 
kids sing 4 songs that reinforces the theme that God loves them and built 
them for a purpose, something I feel that children these days need to hear 

more often. 

Orchard is known for having one of the best VBS' in town, and it couldn't 
happen without the 60 adult and youth volunteers that gave up their time, 
energy, and love for the children in this community. If you were unable to 
help with VBS, talk to Laurie Kail and Janine Sena to see how you can help 

with Cheer and Dance Camp in August.  



Message Series - 10 am  

 

 
July 9     ñWho Needs a Guardian?ò 

Galatians 3:15-29 

July 16   ñFree & Fightingò 

Galatians 5:1-15 

July 23   ñThe New Creationò 

Galatians 6:11-18 
 

 

 

 

 

How did I get here? - Hebrews   
Tent Series 2017 

July 30  

òGetting Lostó (Drifting away from 
God)  

Hebrews 2:1, Luke 15:20, Jeremiah 29:10-14, James 4:8 

Unless we stay focused on seeking God we will likely drift away 

from a close relationship with Him. 

Aug. 6  

òPardon My Frenchó (Drifting into Bad Behavior) 

Luke 6:46-49 & Philippians 1:27  

Unless we seek to continually practice obedience in both big and 
small ways we can drift away from living in a manner that is 

pleasing to God. 

Aug. 13  
ñMistaken Ideasò (Drift into Wrong Ideas about God and Faith) 

Titus 1:10-16 and Acts 17:11-12 

Without continually thinking through what we believe and checking 

it against scripture we can drift away from solid biblical theology. 

Aug. 20 
ñItôs All About Meò (Drifting into a Selfish Faith) 

Luke 15:29, Philippians 2:1-11 

The faith that Jesus called us to is never just about us, but unless 
we keep our eyes focused on that truth we can drift into a selfish 

kind of faith. 

aŜǎǎŀƎŜǎ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǳǎ ōȅ 

wŜǾΦ WƻǎƘ aŀǧƘŜǿǎ 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ 

aŜǎǎŀƎŜǎ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǳǎ ōȅ 

wŜǾΦ aŀǧ Iƻȅǘ 

¦ƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ¢Ŝƴǘ 

Tutoring Center 
The Tutoring Center closed with its annual party...because 
of Lon Herrera! Betty Whitney was ill and unable to 
manage the party so at the last minute Lon stepped in! 
What a manager! Thanks to him, the kids had the party 
that they had been hearing all about for a month. He 
directed, straw-bossed and made the get-together 
possible. Wow, Lon! There were many helpers 
though; David Pels made balloon animals and Roger & 
Bekki Woertink did face painting. Ian & 
Alex Beamer ran the limbo game and 
stepped in wherever needed. Tom & 
Andrea Donati were ice cream servers. 
Parents served pizza and helped with 
the other activities. A great end to the 
year. Thank you all! 
If you are interested in becoming a tutor 
for 2017/18 school year, please contact 
Betty Whitney. 



With cultural and political polarization so pervasive, Christians on both sides of the cultural divide long for a way that we can 
disagree without being quite so disagreeable. Daring to dialogue is less about coming to ñagreementò and more about realizing 
the value of diverse opinions and finding a way forward that preserves the unity we have in Christ. 
 

¶ Are you tired of hateful responses to your comments on social media or ashamed of some of your own? 
¶ Are you afraid to even talk about politics or sensitive issues for fear of triggering emotional attacks? 
¶ Is your definition of the ñcommon goodò open enough to reinforce and even support diverse points of view? 
¶ Do you feel like the Body of Christ needs to be different in the way we talk about difficult issues? 

  
ñI've been thinking about civility latelyéwondering if we could start a movement to create places of dialogue and not ówin at all 
costsô debates on important issues that impact our communities. Instead of mini-civil wars about things we disagree, we would 
have courageous civil discussions that would help us move forward in a positive direction. As Christians, our foundation for 
dialogue ought to be love and respect, seeking not so much to be understood as to understand.ò                 
ïPastor Tom Stephen 
  
As Christians, we are called to be the salt and light to the world, but we too often shy away from bringing the love of Christ beyond 
the walls of our churches in a way that is contagious and constructive for our culture. We have a common commitment to the King 
of Kings that grounds us in a unity that comes from God. The Kingdom of God has many denominations, diverse points of view, 
and political alliances but is united by a shared faith in Jesus Christ.   
  
As Christians, we are called to be the salt and light to the world, but we too often shy away from bringing the love of Christ beyond 
the walls of our churches in a way that is contagious and constructive for our culture. We have a common commitment to the King 
of Kings that grounds us in a unity that comes from God. The Kingdom of God has many denominations, diverse points of view, 
and political alliances but is united by a shared faith in Jesus Christ.   
 
 We will provide practical tools to have conversations that honor divergent political perspectives, turning differences of value and 
opinion into thoughtful questions for inquiry that lead to community building. 
  
Join us in July for three forums led by Rev.Fawn Parrish and Rev. Tom Stephen  
 
Tom Stephen is the head pastor at Monte Vista Presbyterian Church where he has served for the past 13 years. He served as the 
youth director and then as associate pastor at Orchard. He has a heart for listening, compassion and humility with a heart for 
hearing from and serving God. 
 
Fawn is the author of 7 books, including Honor, and Reconciliation and Justice as a Way of Life, and Living a Life that Outlives 
You; the director of the International School of Reconciliation Studies, www.reconcile.org, a conference speaker, and a person 
with a heart for discipleship and bringing Christ into whatever and wherever she is. 
 

The three week discussion series will be on July 12, 19 and 26 at 7 pm. Light snacks will be provided.  



Highlights of the June Session Meeting 
The Session of Orchard Community Church met on 
June 8, 2017 in the Library. Pastor Josh Matthews, who 
is moderating Session while Pastor Matt is away, called 
the meeting to order with prayer 7:19 pm. Before the 
meeting was called to order, Session had shared 
dinner, fellowship and prayer.  Josh led a devotional on 
Psalm 70, and a discussion of Chapter 4 of the book 
Growing Young.  Chapter 5 will be discussed in July. 
 
Pastorõs Report 
Josh shared his schedule and what he will be doing 
while he is at Orchard.  He will be in Ventura Saturday 
through Tuesday most weeks). He will be preaching 
most Sundays, leading Staff and Session meetings, 
leading the Pastor's Bible Study, and attending to 
pastoral care needs.  Even when heôs not in town, heôs 
available by phone or email for pastoral care concerns.  
 
Family Promise 
After a lengthy discussion of Family Promise and 
whether it is right for Orchard to commit to being a host 
church at this time, Session was very much in support 
of the concept, but had some concerns they would like 
the committee to address before signing a contract.  
These will be taken back to the Local Outreach 
Committee by Elder Randy Ringen, and he will have 
answers and possibly a visitor to discuss it with Session 
further in July.  
 
Children and Youth Summer Intern 
A motion from the Childrenôs Ministries Team had been 
approved via email in May to hire Alex Beamer as the 
Children and Youth Summer intern starting on May 28th 
and ending August 13th for approximately 20 hours per 
week. 

 
 

Youth Director Search 
The basic structure and formation of a search 
committee for the permanent Youth Director was 
approved.  The specific committee names will be 
approved once the committee is recruited, and the job 
description will also be approved by Session later, after 
that committee is formed and has time to develop the 
job description.  Session spent some time discussing 

possibilities of how that job will be structured. The 
committee will consist of the pastor/head of staff, a 
Discipleship elder, a Personnel Committee member, 
and 1-2 each of Youth leaders, parents and students.  

 
Thrive 
A motion from the Thrive committee was approved for 
making a contract with Architect James McGarry to do 
the schematic design phase drawings for Thrive, at a 
cost not to exceed $7500. 
 
Motions from Children and Youth Ministries 
Three motions from Childrenôs and Youth Ministries 
were passed after discussion: 
To hold a fundraiser at Cask Alehouse Restaurant on 
June 20th. The proceeds will go to the village summer 
camp fund to offset the cost of camp for the students 
and help fund an extra counselor. 
To have a bake sale on the patio on July 2nd. Benefits 
will go to the Orchard Kids Club. 
To donate $500 from Youth Missions to Jack 
Nothwang's Uganda Impact fund raising campaign. 
Jack is the only youth (graduated last year) going on a 
mission trip this year. 
 
ECO Confessions Study 
In July, Session will discuss the Second Helvetic 
Confession, led by Elder Randy Ringen.  
 
Submitted by Sue Hockenmaier, Clerk of Session 
Members of Orchard Community Church may request 
copies of minutes from Session.  Please contact Sue 

Session Minutes 



 Prayer Quilt Ministry 
Update 

We've had two successful "work" days (in quotations, because 
it's not really work) and have completed 4 quilts that have been 
prayed over and will be delivered to members of our community 
that we want to encourage. It's been fun learning how to work 
together, sharing fabrics, and sharing stories as we work.  
If you've been thinking of joining us, there are a few different 
ways to participate. You can work at home on quilts and bring 
completed projects to the church office for inclusion in our quilt 
"library" - this is where we will choose quilts from to pray over 
as we learn about folks that are in need of prayer and 
encouragement. Quilts should be about 40''x50''. You can also 
work on quilt tops on home and bring your projects to our work 
days to complete with the rest of the team - good if you like to 
piece your tops and don't want to finish them! Or, you can just 
show up on a work day and help out where needed - either with 
ironing, cutting, or other random tasks. We have sewing 
machines that are shared and all work together. Beginners all 
the way to experienced quilters are welcome!  
 
 
Our next work day is September 23 from 9-1 in the Library. 
Please contact Deya at deya@orchardventura.org with any 
questions!   

Thanks to all of you who came out to our concert in 
June! We had a wonderful time sharing some of our 
favorite pieces from the last couple years with you and 
we hope you heard something you enjoyed.  
 
If you've been thinking of joining the choir, our first 
rehearsal for the fall is Wednesday. August 16 from 7-
9pm. If you have any questions about joining or just 
want to learn more, please contact Deya 
at deya@orchardventura.org.  

A Note From the Choir 
Director 

I am writing to express tremendous gratitude on behalf 
of the Ventura Homeless Prevention fund to all of you at 
Orchard Community Church. We just received a check 
for $500 from the church. As you know, that money is 
greatly needed and much appreciated. We had already 
gone $1500 over the amount received, and were facing 
the possibility of being unable to fund the last check 
request we got from Kerri on behalf of a young couple. 
Thanks to the donation from your church and a couple 
of others from private donors, we are now able to mail 
that rent check. Thank you so much for helping us to 
keep people housed. 
 

Sue Brinkmeyer  

mailto:deya@orchardventura.org
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July 4  
8:30 PM -10 PM  

Watching Fireworks @ the 

Woertinkõs 

Call the office for 

directions.  

July 18  

Movie Night Under 

the Tent  

8-10 PM at Orchard  

Bring Snacks! We 

have Popcorn!  

July 25  

Day Hike -Punch 

Bowls  

9 AMð 3 PM  

Meet at Orchard!  

Bring food for 

yourself!  

Sign -Ups required!  
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 Come join other parents Sunday mornings at 9 in the 
library for a time of connecting and study while your children 
enjoy youth group or childrenôs Sunday school (or bring your 
children along if that is helpful ï itôs been done before!).  Parent 
Life digs into the Bible as our guide for raising children, building 
strong families, and living life.  We support each other by 
sharing experiences and prayer, as we lower the facades that 
hinder Godôs work in us.  Youôll be excited to see how the Bible 
relates to life, see how other parents go through the same 
struggles you do, and experience the hope we have in Christ.  
Both single parents and couples are welcome.  After Parent 
Life, enjoy welcome time on the patio and then the 10:30 
worship service. Parent Life is coordinated and taught by Rich 
and LuAnn Smith (r_smith122@hotmail.com or 
luannksmith@gmail.com). Come as often as your schedules 
allow.  Weôll have coffee and donuts ready for you. 

August 15  
Hurricane Harbor  

mailto:r_smith122@hotmail.com
mailto:luannksmith@gmail.com

