The Month of May
is our last full month
of preschool! These
last few weeks of
school are always
bittersweet as we
know that goodbyes
are coming soon.
These last few weeks are also incredibly
busy, so time will fly by.

of inside the worship building (weather
permitting), but we are thrilled to do this
event in person again!

money will help the people of Ukraine. We
have raised around $6,000!

Thank you for all of your support and
We also have our beach field trips coming prayers!
Annette Walters
up at the end of May! We will go to
Sonshine Preschool Director
Mother’s Beach (at the Ventura Harbor)
and explore the sand, water, and tide
Annette@OrchardVentura.org
pools! Some classes may even venture
over to the Channel Islands Visitors Center
to learn more about the local coastline.
We are looking forward to our Spring Sing Beach days are some of our favorite days!
and Art show this month! On May 18th and
19th, we will host our Sonshine families on Last month, I shared with you that we were
campus. The kids will sing a few songs for pedaling for a purpose with our Trike-athem and then take them on a classroom thon and would be donating all proceeds
tour to see the amazing artwork they have to God’s Hidden Treasures. Our
preschoolers did a great job riding, and we
been working so hard on. This event will
are so thankful for the generosity of our
look slightly different than years past, as
we are going to be under the tent instead Sonshine families! We are glad that this
we cannot change or fix. But God can. If
we look ahead, we can be the kind of
How to Lead Your Child into a Lifelong parent God has called us to be, the kind of
Relationship with Jesus: Part 4
parent our children need. Establish
yourself as a "child of God kind of parent"
Establish a relationship with your child in
in your household, and the lessons your
which you, the parent, are the primary
children are learning at Orchard Kids will
example of a Jesus follower. As seen in
take root. Your children will be able to
the Old Testament, as God was
follow YOUR lead into a life of knowing,
establishing a relationship with the Hebrew loving, following, and serving Jesus.
people, God gave boundaries and
One of the coolest things about our church
instructions in the manner of the Ten
family is that we are here to come
Commandments in the way a parent gives alongside each other. As a parent myself, I
clear guidance to children. The first four of can think of countless times when people
these commandments instructed the
in our church family have helped guide my
Hebrew people in the way they should
children and guide me in parenting them.
behave toward God. The other six
Our Orchard Kids team and many others
commandments instructed the people in
are here to come alongside you in your
their behavior toward one another. One of journey of leading your children. Each
these is "Honor your father and your
Sunday this month at Orchard Kids, we will
mother so that you will live long…" (The
help to teach and reinforce our May
commandments are found in Exodus 20). memory verse, the commandment:
ORCHARD KIDS

Imagine that: God, our Father and Creator,
says that honoring our parents is one of
the ten most important guidelines for life.
Can you imagine a world/community/
neighborhood/church/home where children
prioritize the value of their parents? (and,
of course, these ideal parents are also
following the commandments and are
worthy of this kind of respect) LET'S BE
THIS KIND OF PARENT from this moment
forward. If we look back, there are things

"Honor your father and your mother so that
you will live long…" Exodus 20:12
Try to make as many May Sundays as
possible, and at the end of the month, I'd
love to hear how God is working in your
household!
To all the other Orchard folks, I invite you
to pray especially for our families, kids,
and parents this month. Pray that our faith
and household relationships would be

strengthened, that we would, with God's
help, be the parents God designed us to
be, and that our children would see us as
their primary leaders in living a life of faith
in Jesus. Amen.

Melinda Hoyt
Children’s Ministry Director
Melinda@OrchardVentura.org

YOUTH MINISTRIES
The next generation - the young people
growing up to become the future of the
church - are facing more challenges that
are just a click away. The prevalence of
cell phones and computers with internet
access means that young people face
more influences and information than any
previous generation. Overall, the number
of Christians across the nation is dropping
rapidly, and the demographic that makes
up the most significant percentage of
those leaving the church is young people.
As we look at this trend, we have to ask
ourselves, are we taking the Great
Commission seriously? As followers of
Christ, how are we living out the
instruction to make disciples of ALL
nations… including ours?

adult programs because they have no
relationships and no desire to be part of
the church.
It is not enough to know a lot about God
and the Bible. We have to also have a
heart for His people. I pray that as God
continues to make you aware of the
desperate need for good influences for
our youth, He would also place a desire in
your heart to make an impact in any way
that you are able.
Cody Schulze
Youth Director
Cody@OrchardVentura.org
MEET JAMES

James Rose is a graduating
senior. He is actively involved
in sports, challenges himself
academically, and still finds
I do not have all the answers, but I hope
time to serve in the church.
that as you read this, you realize that
Next year he plans to attend Chapman
there is a real need for you to get
University in Orange County and has
involved, and maybe not in as big a way
already begun to look into where he will
as you think. I know that we don’t all have
attend church while away at college.
the energy to play games with kids and
When you see him around church Sunday
help with youth programs. But what if you
morning, I encourage you to say "hi" and
went to a student’s game or performance.
get to know this incredible young man.
What if you took the time to develop a
LOCAL MISSIONS
relationship with the one young person
where it wasn’t about you, but instead, it
As we continue to show God’s love, care,
was about them. You got to know their
and mercy through our gifts and actions in
name, interests, and personality, and
our community, we pray to remember that
used this to start deeper conversations
we are His servants, doing His work that
with them about faith and where they
others may see Him and He is glorified.
are—doing the real work of discipleship
Donations
that we are called to do in the Great
Please remember the ongoing nonCommission.
perishable food collection and hygiene
The future of the church depends on us to
collection. The now pink bins are located
assume the responsibility to steward the
on the patio each Sunday.
church today. Who knows what the church
will look like for the next generation if we Work Day Recap
fail to do this. I can promise you that if we On April 2nd, 2022, a group of
keep ignoring our youth and leaving them us (Randy, Priscilla, Kate,
Mike, Matt, Judy, and Howard)
to enjoy their youth programs while they
are young, they will not transition into the spent a few hours at City

Center cleaning windows, doing yard
work, and cleaning a room to get it ready
for a new resident. We observed the
excellent work City Center is doing for
young families as we watched parents
engaged with their young children. Later
in the day, a group of volunteers (Priscilla,
Joan, Joanna, Liz, Karen, and Marilyn)
brought dinner over to the residents of
Tender Life. A great time to worship our
Lord in acts of service to others in our
community.
Move-In Project
We do an annual kitchen collection for
those moving out of homelessness and
into housing, as many of you know. Since
the outreach began two years ago, the
group, Moving-In, has assisted 221
individuals, 140 households, 48 children,
and 32 veterans. Thank you for your
donations of kitchen items and furniture.
Kitchen items will again be collected in
September and October. If you have
furniture donations, check with Kathy
Powell, kathypurpleprincess@gmail.com,
regarding the need to arrange for pick up
or delivery.
Easter Offering
The local Missions portion
of the Easter offering was
sent to Step Up Ventura
to purchase needed
books for the literacy program. The money
provided books for reading to children and
for each child. Volunteers are welcome to
be trained and commit to reading to
children ages 0-5 whose families are
unhoused or at high risk of becoming
homeless. The goal is to assist children

for kindergarten success; academically,
socially, cognitively, and emotionally.
Thank you for your ongoing generosity.

Mission
Through our Local Outreach Committee,
Orchard community Church seeks to
support our community by partnering with
local churches, organizations, and other
agencies to positively impact the lives of
those in need.

leaders is a young man who is now
teaching three other young men from age
12 to 18. He is walking through the
scriptures with them and makes them
memorize passages, and sends us little
videos of the boys answering questions
about scripture. One of the young men
We responsibly manage a monetary fund, comes from a pretty rough home, and this
group has become a second home to him.
ensuring that resources are used to
further our mission to the greatest extent One of our other leaders has an online
bible study with members of her extended
Coming Events
possible. In addition, we will engage in
On May 22nd, we will be
community service opportunities alongside family in another town. Recently we had
the very strange experience of being
hosting a Blood Drive for
our partners and will actively recruit
involved in a deliverance session involving
Vitalant. There is a
volunteers to help support these
one of these women. I was called on a
national blood shortage, so
endeavors.
group call and was asked to pray over the
we encourage you to consider
Holy Scripture clearly states the
phone! Thankfully the Lord intervened,
participating. You can make a difference importance of the calling when Christ
and help save a life. The Blood Mobile will says,” …Truly I tell you, whatever you do and we saw the woman come into
be in the Orchard Parking Lot on Sunday for one of the least of these brothers and freedom. At times, it seems slow work, but
we are happy to see progress. Please
morning, 4/22/22, from 9 am -12:15 pm.
sisters of mine, you do for me.” Mathew
pray for the young men and women who
You can register online by clicking HERE, 25:40
are beginning to put their hope in the
visit our website at
Lord. The temptations and trials seem to
If you would like to be a part of the
www.orchardventura.org/events/, or
committee, please contact Mike Hershey. be unending, and they and we fight
registering in person on the day of the
discouragement often. But at the end of
event. For information or if you have a
the day, our continuing testimony and joy
question, please contact Jacob Ward.
GLOBAL MISSION
is that the Lord is always faithful.
On Sat. June 4, from 10:30-noon, we will
Team update and prayer requests
Romania
be doing a neighborhood clean-up as a
Dana and Brandi Bates’
South Asia
part of ACTIONVC Day of Service. We
ministry is currently
Jack and Neepa DeVries
will meet on the patio at Orchard and then
focusing on the refugee crisis as many
- Due to COVID travel
head out to pick up trash along Telephone
restrictions, since the spring of 2020, Jack displaced Ukrainians flee to Romania.
Rd., Kimball Park, and neighborhood
streets. It is easy, all ages are welcome, and Neepa have been living at their home Their IMPACT clubs for youth are working
in Florida. COVID restrictions have now
and it is a testament to our care for our
on outreach projects to assist refugees.
been lifted, and this fall, they plan to return The Children’s Literacy program has
community! Please bring a trash bag, a
to their overseas ministry when the
tool for picking up trash off the ground,
developed an innovative program to meet
and gloves. Water, comfortable shoes, a summer hot season is over.
the emotional and spiritual needs of child
hat, and sunblock would be good to have Dear Church Family: (from Neepa)
refugees in transit or who remain in
as well. Additional water and snacks will
Romania or Moldova. The trauma-focused
It
is
good
to
have
a
chance
to
connect
be provided. Please join us in showing our
program is “Reading Together Without
with
you
all
and
share
some
of
the
things
care for the community and love for our
Borders—A Story Time for Humanity.”
that
we
have
been
doing!
We
continue
to
neighbors! For information, please
Books have been translated into the
communicate
with
our
church
family
in
contact Jeremy Jacob.
Ukrainian language and distributed to
India regularly. Our group leaders seem to libraries throughout Romania and
be growing and teaching well. One of our Moldova. They have opened the 14 beds

May 1, giving a brief update during the
worship service. Following the service,
there will be a light brunch in the Library
where she will report on the work GHT is
doing. Visit the GHT website for ministry
updates with photos and reports of how
God is at work and for prayer requests at
godshiddentreasures.org.
Please pray for strength, health, and
safety for the GHT staff, especially those
driving the vans who are risking their lives
they have available to refugees using their going out to serve. Pray for an end to the
personal funds. Pray for these programs war and God’s mercy and help for the
and the refugees, especially the children. Ukrainian people.
IMPACT Summer Missions
Our ministry partners Ramazan
Arkan in Antalya, Turkey, and
Orlando and Sylvia Japas in
Honduras are hosting
IMPACT teams this summer
after two years of shutdown
due to COVID. Pray for these ministries as
they prepare and that God will be honored
and people blessed as they bring the love
of Jesus to their communities. Joseph
Parcher, Rich Smith, and Karen
Rittenburg from Orchard will be serving on
those teams. Please pray for them and
IMPACT as they prepare to go out this
RSVP for the Sing, Celebrate, Learn
summer.
Event online! Click here or visit
Ukraine
www.OrchardVentura.org/events
God’s Hidden Treasures continues to do
home visits and wheelchair distribution
and has expanded its ministry
with the current needs due to
the war. They use their two
vans to assist those seeking
safety in other countries and
deliver food, medicine, and hygiene
supplies to their homebound clients and
others in Bila Tserkva and nearby villages.
Nita Hanson, the founder of GHT, is
currently coordinating the efforts from her
home in Florida, working with her staff in
Ukraine. She will be visiting Orchard on

We raised approximately $3,300 for
Lifewater this year through Significant
Sacrifice

RSVP for the Chosen Potluck Event
online! Click here or visit
www.OrchardVentura.org/events

FINANCIAL REPORT
March was a tough month for Orchard
finances with $52,200 of expenses and
$39,800 of giving. This $12,000 deficit left
us with a first quarter deficit of $27,000,
actually one of the higher negatives we’ve
seen in recent years. Spending is up
$19,000 while giving is down nearly $18,000
compared to last year. Many churches saw
financial difficulties in 2020 and even 2021.
While we did well those years, the new year
has seen a sudden change. But, God is
good and faithfully provides for what He calls Orchard to do. - Scoop Hockenmaier, For the Finance Committee

The Session of Orchard Community Church
met on April 21, 2022, in the Library. Before
the meeting was called to order, Session
shared prayer and a devotional time on
Genesis 12:2 and other passages about
blessing others.

Treasurer Rick Reynolds came to present
the 2022-2023 Sonshine Preschool fiscal
year budget. The Preschool is in great shape
financially, with full enrollment and good
reserves. The budget was approved,
pending adjustments in what the Preschool
will pay the church for Building Use, Utilities,
and Insurance.

Pastor’s Report

Finance Update

Pastor Matt shared several prayer concerns
and needs in the congregation and how
elders could be praying for them and
reaching out to them. He shared some
information about Staff and the Worship
Committee pushing to get back to “normal”
after Covid and restarting various things that
Orchard had stopped doing for two years, as
appropriate.

Elder Dave Fuhrmann gave an update on
2022 finances so far.

SESSION REPORT

We are down over $27,000 after the first
three months of the year, or about $36,000
compared to this time last year. The Finance
committee will monitor the situation and
make a presentation in the worship service
to inform the congregation of this significant
turnaround. Finance strategies were
Matt informed Session that there would be a discussed, and Dave recommended that any
Meet and Greet on May 15 and encouraged plans for expansion or new ministries be put
on hold until we see how things go in the
all to invite new people they meet.
next three months.
Consent Agenda and Reports
Missing from Church
The Consent Agenda was approved after a
question about the Worship minutes
A list of those missing from church (in person
mentioning an update of emergency
or online) during the recent months was
procedures. The Worship Committee is
discussed individually, and Matt and others
looking into what needs to be done to
will reach out to many of them with concern
manage health emergencies on Sundays,
and care. Since we no longer have people
including possibly getting a defibrillator.
sign in to create a “MIC” list, this is more
There was also a comment updating the
difficult to track, but it was felt to be a
report made last month about the Preschool valuable exercise because we don’t want to
break-in. The Preschool minutes noted that it lose track of our people, especially if they
was later discovered that checks were stolen need care or attention. The Session will
and there was an attempt to use some of
continue to do this every few months. The
them, but the bank has covered all
Worship Committee will consider whether
paper bulletins with sign-in cards might be
fraudulent charges.
restarted for this and other reasons. Online
Preschool
people have a mechanism to sign in, but
Preschool Director Annette Walters and
those in person for Worship may not want to

*YTD averages

be on their phones to sign in.
Staffing for Outreach and Discipleship
and Tutoring Center
Some brainstorming was done regarding
both the staffing proposal for discipleship
and outreach and the Tutoring Center, trying
to think of creative approaches to meeting
the needs, if we can’t afford long-term hiring
in the near future. Follow-up contacts will be
made with ECO, Fuller Seminary, and
Project Understanding, and grant funding for
the Tutoring Center could be pursued.
The Session will continue to discuss these
initiatives. At the same time, we wait and see
what happens with finances over the next
few months and might consider using some
reserves for a short-term solution that could
be made long-term if growth happens.
Publicity/Outreach
Matt shared the need for extra publicity to
the community, specifically Orchard’s
neighborhood, for the following year as we
come out of Covid and begin having larger
events again to attract new people to the
church.
Session approved funds from “Reserves for
Future Outreach Ministry” (Restricted funds
set aside from the last year’s budget
surplus), managed by an advertising/
publicity committee to be spearheaded by
Alisa and Matt.
Submitted by Sue Hockenmaier, Clerk of
Session
Members of Orchard Community Church may
request copies of minutes from Session. Please
contact Sue Hockenmaier with your request.

Orchard Community Church
8180 Telephone Rd
Ventura CA 93004

Stay up to date with all that is happening
around Orchard by subscribing to our
weekly email. Sent every Thursday!

RSVP for the Meet and Greet Lunch
Event online! Click here or visit
www.OrchardVentura.org/events

Quick links to our
website, Connection
Card, Bulletin, Sunday’s
Online Service,
subscribe to the weekly
email, online giving, and
social media.

