
Hebrews 12:4-29

Discussion Questions:

Greater DisciplineHEHE allall
God Disciples His Sons & Warning Against Refusing God. We are called to
a greater discipline as we pursue a greater promise in Jesus.

Action Step of
Faith:

What will you do
differently or start
doing this week as

result of today’s
discussion? 

For the Hebrews, sin might have appeared as a requirement to eat

sacrificial food for union membership or acknowledging the emperor as

God. How does sin appear in your life and culture in a way thay you have

to struggle against it?

Discipline

Why is discipline necessary for everyone, but especially with parents

and children? 

In Hebrews 12:6, the word “punishment” appears harsh, yet seems to

be an accurate translation. 

What is God’s aim with us (or goal for us)?

When, if ever, would punishment be appropriate assuming a good

father and what would that look like?

What is the command in verse 7 and the reason for it?

Compare Hebrews 12:5-6 with Proverbs 3:1-12 and explain how

hardship, discipline, or even punishment can lead to growth.

What hardships would the Hebrews be experiencing? 

What are hardships we face in our own times?

What is the command in verse 12 and the reason for it? Think about

how arms and knees are used.

Compare Hebrews 12:12-13 with Proverbs 4:25-26. What are some

ways self discipline makes life easier for us?

Who are the “lame” in verse 13? Think both in terms of the Hebrews

and church today.

What is the relationship between missing the grace of God and a

bitterness causing trouble and defilement of many? How is this related

to living in peace and being holy?

What is the relationship between sexual immorality and Esau’s situation?

See Genesis 25:29-34; Genesis 27:30-34. How is this related to living in

peace and being holy?

Read Hebrews 12:4-13
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Read Hebrews 12:14-17. The Hebrews are told in verse 14 to “make every effort

to live in peace” and “to be holy”. To accomplish this command, the author

has two “See to it”s, one in each of the next two verses.
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Hebrews 12:18-21 gives a pretty accurate summary of Genesis 19, where

God descended to Mt Sinai to give Moses the 10 Commandments, which

is then followed in Hebrews 12:22-24 with a description of our situation

now with Christ as we come to worship.

What has changed between the previous description and this one?

Consider both the images given and relevant historical events.

Verse 24 references the words of Jesus’ blood vs that of Abel. What

did Abel’s blood say (Genesis 4:10) and what does Jesus’ blood say?

How is the new covenant (verse 24) better than the old covenant?

See Hebrews 8:7-12

Do people keep trying to go back to the old covenant of earning their

place in heaven? If so, why?

Hebrews 12:25 contains another “See to it…”. What does it mean to

“refuse” Jesus and what are the consequences?

Hebrews 12:28-29 summarizes our response to the new covenant. 

What does “acceptable” service, or worship, look like, sound like, and

feel like? Does it only occur on Sundays?

When we think of God as a “consuming fire”, what does that mean for

us? What is being consumed?. 

Read Hebrews 12:18-29
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Sermon Notes:

God Disciples His Sons & Warning Against Refusing God. We are called to
a greater discipline as we pursue a greater promise in Jesus.


