Wednesday after school, we gather for
Youth leaders and the Sonflower Nursery
Orchard Kids Club to continue learning
Team.
Hello Orchard Family! I hope you are all the same story, meet for discussion in our
Melinda Hoyt
enjoying a wonderful summer. I look
small groups and enjoy more activities and
Children’s Ministry Director
forward to seeing many of you at the Read friends. Please register for Sunday School
Melinda@OrchardVentura.org
and Play (August 1), Family Beach Meet and the Wednesday Orchard Kids
Up (August 10), or Cheer and Dance
programs on our church website if you
Camp (August 15 -19) later this month. haven't already. Registering makes checkins easy when your family arrives!
Looking ahead, you won't want to miss the
Lemon Festival, and then we will kick off
Watch our weekly emails and social media
the new school year the following week. I posts for special events this fall!
want to encourage you to make Sunday
and Wednesday a regular part of your
Sunday Orchard Kids Kick Off
family's rhythm to support your children in Sunday, August 28th
their deepening faith and friendship. Each
Sunday, we begin our week with worship Wednesday Orchard Kids Club starts
together with the congregation either
Wednesday, August 31st
inside the worship building or outside on
the patio. Then, the children will be
Orchard Children's Ministry Team
escorted to Orchard Kids for the weekly
Gathering Friday, August 19th in Rm 5
Bible story and activities.
For Sunday and Wednesday, Adult and
ORCHARD KIDS

August signifies three things here at
Sonshine:
1. Summer is coming to an end.
2. School starts soon!
3. The hot weather arrives! And we are
prepared for all three of them!

The beginning of August is busy for us in
the office. We are getting all the things
prepared for the parents, children and
staff. It means a lot of emails, letters,
printing, filing, and phone calls. The middle
of August is when we start welcoming
back our staff, having staff meetings and
training, and preparing our space for our
students. At the end of August, we have
our parent/child orientations and the first
days of school are August 29th and 30th.

Every new school year brings new hopes,
new joys, first times and adjustments! We
would covet your prayers for a smooth
transition for the first few weeks of school.
If you would pray for our students, their
parents, and our staff, I would be so very
grateful!

Annette Walters
Sonshine Preschool Director
Annette@OrchardVentura.org

YOUTH MINISTRY

Summer has been going by way too fast.
So far, the youth program has had
students help at VBS, head out of the
country on missions, and go to summer
camp, and while I am writing this, there is
still a month of summer left. Needless to
say, summer has gone fast, but it has
been full. As we look forward, though, the
next several weeks will leave more
opportunities to enjoy summer at a slower
pace before school is back in session at
the end of August.
The youth program is starting to plan
combined events with men’s ministry (we
would love to plan an event with you as
well!), and we hope to build mentor-like
relationships that are lasting and
impactful. Some of these events will be for
you to enjoy as well! I hope that you will
keep an eye out for what is on the horizon
in the coming months, as you won’t want
to miss out on the fun and fellowship that
is coming.
If we turn our attention to how the youth
group has been growing, I have to
mention that our time at camp was
profitable for our students in how they
grew deeper with the Lord. Often camp
leaves students with a fading “camp high”

feeling that was palpably absent this year.
Instead, a distinct sincerity and depth
appeared in the discussion, and the Lord
truly blessed our time.
Coming home, we have continued our
focus on the book of Ephesians, where
one of the dominant themes has been the
unity of the church and participation within
the body. We hope to encourage our
students to see themselves as more than
just an appendage of the church that
meets on Sunday evenings. Instead, we
hope they see themselves as an essential
part valued and wanted within the body.
As always, I hope you will join in prayer
for the next generation. Furthermore, I
hope you will continue to pursue them and
join us in pouring into the next generation
of the church.
Blessings,
Cody Schulze
Youth Director
Cody@OrchardVentura.org
SMALL GROUPS
Small Groups are in the works!!
Community is a vital part of the church's
life and each believer's life. The Christian
life was never meant to be lived isolated,
separated, or alone. In fact, Christ calls us
to bear one another's burdens,
encourage, confess sins, forgive, pray for,
and hold each other accountable. All of
these can be accomplished by meeting
together regularly in addition to Sunday
morning worship. Small Groups provide a
core support network for a believer to dig
into God's word, ask hard questions, and
lean on for support through life's triumphs
and trials. We hope you will begin thinking
about participating in an Orchard Small
Group this fall.

PRAYER TEAM
Come join us each Tuesday afternoon at

3 pm in the Orchard Conference Room to
pray for our church family and beyond.

As Jesus said, “As it is written, ‘My
house shall be called a house of
prayer.’” Matthew 21:13
Prayer is to be such an obvious part of the
gathering of Christians that people will call
that gathering a house of prayer.
WOMEN’S MINISTRY
Save the date! Our fall fellowship event
will be held October 7, at 6:30 pm on
the Orchard campus. This will be an event
for women aged 13 and up and will be a
cornucopia of fun things that everyone will
enjoy! Look out for more info in
September, but mark your calendars now!
Deya Jacob
Women's Ministries Chair
deya@orchardventura.org
New Women’s Bible Study

A Study on the Book of Romans
The gospel doesn’t just change your
eternal future; it changes your present
reality.
In this 9-session study on the book of
Romans, Courtney Doctor will walk you
through Paul’s powerful letter to see the
glorious grace and transforming work of
the gospel. You’ll be overwhelmed with
the good news of God’s merciful rescue
as you better understand the depth of
your need. This life-changing message

provides not only hope for eternity, but
purpose, joy, and peace for today. And as
the good news of the gospel of grace
unfolds through Romans, it will compel
you to proclaim God’s glorious salvation to
all

will also join them on an advisory
committee to assist. Specifics on the
opening date, days, and hours of
operation will be forthcoming. If you are
interested in volunteering as a tutor,
contact Lon Herrera at
Groups meet on Tuesdays from 6:30-8 pm lonpsd@hotmail.com
or Wednesdays 9:30-11:30 am starting on
ORCHARD CHOIR
September 6 or 7. Registration will begin
Calling all singers! Choir begins
on August 21st and books will be on sale
Wednesday, August 17 at 7pm in the
for $25. Contact Linda Young for more
Worship Building. We will begin preparing
information.
music for the fall and for our Christmas
MEN’S MINISTRY
presentations. If you'd like to join us, we'd
love to have you! Contact Deya with any
My name is Lon Herrera, and I
questions at deya@orchardventura.org.
assumed the Men’s Ministry
Deya Jacob
Chair position several months
ago. I’m excited about continuing
Choir Director
in the role Gabe Gonzales faithfully filled
deya@orchardventura.org
for many years. The vision of Men’s
LOCAL MISSIONS
Ministry continues to be seeing men of the
church obey God’s will with the mission of May we serve God together and bring
him all glory and be thankful.
empowering them to impact their home,
church, and community in a godly manner. You said to us, “Do as I have done to
To this end, we will continue to have bible you.” Please give us the humility to serve
studies, small groups, fellowship activities, others with a basin and towel in our
community and with each other.
and other events that promote this

team members: Jean Callahan, Marilyn
Reeder, Karen Carpenter, Shirley Gapper,
and Joan Addison.
Thank you, Mike Hershey, for organizing
Orchard’s participation in the Tender Life
fundraiser walk on 7/30.

August is time for our primary food
collection for the Salvation Army pantry
(nonperishables, seasonings, special
treats, etc.) We also have our primary
hygiene collection (toothpaste and
toothbrushes, soap, deodorant, shampoo,
razors, combs and brushes, men’s and
women’s undergarments, menstrual
necessities, socks, etc.) These necessities
will go to The Arch and One Stop. It is
also time for the flip-flop collection (and
shoes in good condition: not heels or
dress shoes, everyday shoes only). The
flip-flops will go to The Arch, One Stop,
mission.
Thank you to Joy Riley, Rich Smith, Doug and the Todd Road Correctional Facility.
Future events to keep in mind:
Francis, and Judy Alexandre for
Please bring your items between 7/31
presenting
at
the
Is
Christian
Unity
 Saturday, August 27, Worship tent
through 8/21.
Possible
When
We
Disagree
on
Social
take-down morning
 Friday, September 30, Family Dinner Issues summer series. Thank you to
Priscilla Anderson and Jeremy Jacob for
& Movie Night
handling the sound and snack logistics.
 Saturday, October 15, Fall Men’s
We learned new skills to put into practice,
Breakfast
like listening first, identifying the bullseye,
 In the works is the possible return of a
naming the difference, understanding
You can begin to prepare for the Annual
spring men’s retreat.
where the other is coming from, and
Kitchen Kit Collection Drive held in
TUTORING CENTER
addressing the moral issue from a biblical
September and October. The Kitchen Kits
perspective first. Thank you to the 30
The Project Understanding
are for The Move-In Project. Rich Smith
Whitney Tutoring Center will be participants who took the risk to learn.
and Howard Young are now a part of the
reopening for the 2022-23
Thank you, Priscilla
Move-In Team! The Move-In Project has
School Year at Orchard. Lon
Anderson, for organizing a done ten move-ins in less than a month.
Herrera and Debbie Herrera will return to
Tender Life meal on 7/22 We have already helped 108 people by
run the center. This year, Melinda Hoyt
along with the following
the end of June! Last year we helped 118

the whole year! We have also assisted 62
households this year. Thank you to
everyone for your continued support!
Breakfast In a Bag
Do you have a heart for those who are
hungry? Would you like to do something
to help feed the hungry, but don’t have the
resources or time?
Here is your chance! Sunday, August 21st,
at the Lemon Festival at Orchard, we will
be filling breakfast bags for the hungry,
and you can help.
You can join the assembly line, you can
cheer on those who are working, or you
can pray over the boxes of bags that we
will be putting together.

Assembly line for
Breakfast In A Bag

800 Soup In A Bag meals were prepared
last Fall. We are shooting for 800
Breakfasts In A Bag in August.

800 Soup In a Bag

Contact Randy Metz with questions!

north and a centrally located training
center. Karen and Rich met with staff and
church members socially at home visits
and served at couples' "Date Night."
Church provides the family many lose
when they become Christian, and the love
and support are evident. The opportunity
to visit and encourage each other was a
significant part of the IMPACT visit.
Karen writes: Just as pictures
are worth 1,000 words, visiting
Join us on August 18th, 2022 from 5:30
Antalya on a short-term
pm to 7:30 pm for an Open House and mission for these past two weeks was a
Ribbon Cutting! Meet our Residents,
life-changing experience not to be
Room Sponsors, Staff and Board
forgotten. Our Lord molded together our
Members. Take a tour of the facility. Hors team of eight from various churches in
d’oeuvres and refreshments will be
Ventura County in amazing ways. We
served. 837 East Thompson Boulevard in were transformed from a group of
Ventura. RSVP HERE!
believers we didn't know very well to a
close-knit family over the course of 2
weeks. Ramazan had given us a general
idea of what we would do in Antalya. But
GLOBAL MISSIONS
the main idea was to be of support to him
and so to the people of his church. We
Thank you for your continued support of
participated in conversational English at
Global Missions at Orchard.
St. Paul's Cultural Center, went to home
IMPACT: The
groups where we had dinners, talked,
mission trips were a
laughed, and shared stories about our life
success! The orchard
in Christ. We worshipped at an
missionaries, Karen Rittenburg, Richard
International service for Ukrainians and
Smith, and Joseph Parcher, shared in
the services for the Turks. We did "Learn,
church Sunday, July 17, how powerfully
Serve, and Share" (Impact's motto).
God was acting in Turkey and Honduras.
In Siguatepeque,
Pray and consider putting an IMPACT trip
Honduras, Orlando and
on your agenda for the summer of 2023.
Sylvia Japas (Union Biblica
In Antalya, Turkey, Ramazan
Honduras) are grateful for the hands-on
Arkan (Antalya Evangelical
support of the IMPACT team. Joseph
Church) shared his vision with
Parcher writes: We went out to schools
the visiting IMPACT team. Antalya
and taught children ranging from 1-12th
Evangelical churches presently operate
grade about the Parable of the Prodigal
out of two sites, one in the Old Town and
Son, and then reinforced the idea of
one to the east in a residential area. A
acceptance and forgiveness that comes
third site to the west is a residential
with faith in Jesus. The most significant
neighborhood that will open soon, and
surprise for me was just the paradigm shift
planning is underway for a 4th site to the
that came with going to a much more

poverty-stricken country; how you
approach people and situations
completely changes. Within our team, God
blessed us with amazing cooperation;
everyone agreed the team was like a
second family when in Honduras, and the
level of transparency (and entertaining
banter) mirrored that. Everyone was also
driven and fraught with a conviction for our
goal; everyone blossomed when it came
to working for the kids, another blessing
from God. Within the Union Biblica team,
God worked through them to provide and
prepare us for our journey at the
beginning of the two weeks. We took the
lead, but they endlessly supplied us with
the goods we needed and supported us
with prayer, as I'm sure everyone back
home did as well. Overall, it was a
fantastic trip, and I hope every heart we
met and our own was changed and
impacted as I know God would facilitate
through us.

the children, bringing smiles to their faces.
The refugees are thankful for the love and
care poured out on them, the practical
help of food packets, and more.
GHT is seeking a sponsor to support one
family whose 7-year child has severe
diabetes and needs help obtaining
patches to check her insulin levels.

"Unsaved words, fulfilled missions,"
dedicated to the training and formation of
the coordinating priests of the catechetical
and youth centers in the Diocese of Banat
de Munte to understand better and
approach the young people and children.
The training was given by Bianca Elena
Matei, psychotraumatologist and
executive director of the "Orthopraxis"
Nita’s prayer requests:
Educational Center in Alba Iulia, together
 God to end the war soon as everyone
is weary and longs for an end to this with Dana Bates.
evil war so they may be physically and
Remember to pray
emotionally safe
for Lifewater as they
 Her wisdom and discernment for
bring hope to hard places by bringing
current efforts & future plans of GHT water, sanitation, hygiene training,
 Healing for this whole generation of
community development, and God's love
Ukrainian children who have
in tangible form in Ethiopia, Uganda,
witnessed and been scarred by this
Tanzania, and Cambodia. Lifewater has
horrible war
transitioned to a Bentonville, Arkansas
 The hearts of those who come - for
headquarters in November and Mike
the beginnings of healing and for them Giering, Regional Director of Donor
to see Jesus' love and care for them Relations, recently met with Rich and
through us.
LuAnn Smith. He was hired in March and
In Bila Tserkva, Ukraine, Nita
In Alachua, Florida, Jack has spent the last four months learning
Hanson (God's Hidden
about Lifewater and visiting its team in
and Neepa have been
Treasures) returned home at
Uganda. He is eager to re-establish
frustrated with the longthe end of June, honoring the
distance ministry, but remember God is at relations with us.
call God has firmly placed on her heart to work. They have been making repairs
Pray for Wesley and Natalie,
minister to the refugees. Staff returned to around their Florida house and planning to ministering in an undisclosed
the office the same week to support inreturn to Asia in July or August. Hindu
country in the Arabian
person efforts. It is estimated that Ukraine attacks against Muslims are increasing, as Peninsula. Wes and Natalie and their
has over six million internal refugees; GHT is fear in the Christian community.
sons, Tobi and Jet, visited on July 10 to
expects the numbers to be from 20,000 to
share their work with the prayer house.
In Lupeni, Romania,
30,000 in their region. Desiring to minister
Pray for protection and favor in their
Brandi and Dana Bates
to body, soul, and spirit, with help from
neighborhood as they continue their
(New Horizons) are also
social services and local churches, Nita
ministry, as well as minimal damages and
and her team are distributing supplies to thankful for your support and prayer.
repairs to the family home, which flooded
over 100 people daily in addition to regular Brandi is visiting Orchard on August 7 to while they were out of the country. Pray
share the many recent projects and
ministry to people with disabilities. The
efforts! The missions team invites you to for the work of the Holy Spirit in their lives
refugees and older people are suffering
and those they live amongst and for their
from inflation and depression because of join us in welcoming Brandi after the
encouragement and strength.
the war, yet so many express thankful to service on the patio with some Romanian
If you want to connect directly with these
be alive and safe presently. Nita contacted snacks.
Care Corps about hosting seminars on
On May 24, the first catechetical training missionaries or request a monthly prayer
calendar, please get in touch with Lizzie
healing from PTSD and ministering to
was organized in Caransebeș, entitled
Barminski (ewbarminski@gmail.com).
children. GHT provides toys and candy for

SESSION REPORT
The Session of Orchard Community
Church met on July 7, 2022 in the Library.
Before the meeting was called to order,
Session had shared a devotional time on
Exodus 4:10-12 regarding God’s
empowering to do His work and that we
aren’t up to the task (as Moses thought)
without that empowering. Session also
spent time praying for our church family,
our community, our country and the world.
Pastor’s Report
Pastor Matt shared several prayer
concerns and needs in the congregation
and community, and how elders could be
praying for them and/or reaching out to
them. He shared that Betty Whitney’s
brother wants to donate a bench in Frank’s
honor, and Session welcomed the idea.
Matt informed Session that work on the
“shed” behind the church will begin midJuly. The upper driveway and parking lot
will be done after that. Matt will be on
vacation July 13-23, and Cody Schulze will
preach on the 17th. Josh Matthews will
preach on the 24th although Matt will be in
Worship that day.

General Fund Finances

Keeping Track of “Asks”

Session discussed Orchard’s 2022
finances so far. We are down over
$35,000 after the first six months of the
year, with income about $26,000 less than
this time last year. The Finance committee
will keep monitoring the situation, and will
make plans for further communications to
the congregation and any adjustments to
the budget that might be needed, besides
using the reserves Orchard was so
generously provided in the past couple of
years.
Motions

Session saw a demo of the Congregational
“ask” calendar that Alisa had developed in
response to the need for Session to see all
the things the congregation is being asked
for at any given time (fundraisers,
donations of goods, recruiting volunteers,
etc.), to help Session insure it isn’t too
much at once. The calendar is great and
Matt will work with Alisa to figure out the
best way Session can access it during
meetings for these considerations.

A request had come to Session regarding
an outside group holding a small business
marketplace in Orchard’s parking lot. After
considerations including the fact the
Orchard’s non-profit status could be put in
jeopardy if businesses use our campus for
profit-making activities, the request was
not approved.
A motion was approved from Children’s
Ministries to hold a fundraiser for summer
camp on August 17th at Rincon Brewery.
There had been previous discussion about
fundraisers at “breweries,” but Rincon is a
very family-friendly restaurant with play
areas for kids and not a “bar” atmosphere.

Tutoring Center
Matt announced and Session joyfully
approved Lon Herrera volunteering to
direct the Tutoring Center starting in the
fall, with Debbie Herrera assisting. Melinda
Hoyt and others will be on an advisory
board and the ministry is under the Local
Outreach committee. The target is to open
Tuesdays and Thursdays in the fall,
possibly expanding to include Mondays
later. It will still be under the umbrella of
Project Understanding, at least for this
school year.
Submitted by Sue Hockenmaier, Clerk of Session

Members of Orchard Community Church may
request copies of minutes from Session. Please
contact Sue Hockenmaier with your request.

JUNE FINANCIAL REPORT
June saw a $5,900 deficit with $51,300 of
expenses and $45,400 of giving. Both
spending and giving have seen little variance
in 2022. We often have a deficit at this point
in the year which usually gets a bit larger in
the summer months. Our YTD deficit of
$35,000 is somewhat larger than average.
Thank you for all you do for Orchard ministries
and missions!
- Scoop Hockenmaier, For the Finance Committee

Aug. 7

July 31 “A Different Kind of Love”

“Love God”

also for our own sake because loving
others makes the world a better place and
us better people.

We are called to love God, not because
God needs our love; God doesn’t need
anything, but because God made us for
Aug. 21
“Love Yourself”
love and because loving Him changes our God calls us to love ourselves, not in a
lives for the better.
prideful or arrogant way, but by seeing
Aug. 14
“Love Others”
ourselves more and more as He does.

The kind of love (agape) that God has for
us and calls us to have for Him and others
is a different kind of love than we usually God calls us to love others not only for
their sake and because it pleases Him but
see in this world.

Join us for a new message
series under the Tent

Orchard Community Church
8180 Telephone Rd
Ventura CA 93004

