
July 17th: The shepherd and his flock John 10:1-18

Cody Schulze

Discussion Questions:
Read John 10:1-6
1.  A sheep pen is a large enclosure, enough for several flocks, whose rock walls keep out
predators and keep in the sheep. There is one opening in this wall, which is where a gate
would let the sheep in or out, or perhaps a person would stand to regulate the coming
and going of the sheep. At night, a shepherd might lie across this opening to prevent
anything from coming or going. . Describe the rest of the situation Jesus is portraying.
2. Verse 6 says his audience didn’t understand, even though shepherding was a major
part of the local economy. What do you think they didn’t understand? 
3. How does the shepherd call the sheep, and why do the sheep respond?
4. What does this mean for us?

Read John 10:7-18. Since apparently the audience didn’t understand the analogy used in
verses 1-6, Jesus now explains it to them.
1. How is Jesus like a gate for the sheep? (verses 7 and 9)
2. What are the differences between the “thieves and robbers”, and Jesus?
3. What does it mean to “have life, and have it to the full”? How does this appear in your
own life? (verse 10)
4. How is Jesus like a “good shepherd''? (verses 11 and 14) See also Ezekiel 34:20-31
5. What are the differences between the hired hand and the good shepherd? (verses 12-
13)
6. How do the hired hands in John 10 compare with the shepherds of Israel in Ezekiel 34:1-
10?
7. What does Jesus mean when he talks about 
a. Laying down his life? (verses 15, 17-18)
b. Other sheep not of this sheep pen? (verse 16)
c. Taking up his life again? (verses 17-18)
8. Jesus’s crucifixion may be one of the greatest miscarriages of justice in history and
people have argued whether the Jews or the Romans were to blame. How does verse 18
refute that argument? 
9. How do these verses apply to you when you are having tough times?

Action Step of Faith: What will you do differently or start doing this week as result of
today’s discussion?
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