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ORCHARD KIDS 

World Communion Sunday 

Countries and Culture Celebration 

On the Orchard Patio after the Worship 
Service 

Do you have a favorite country or culture? 
Photos or souvenirs from a visit? Family 
stories? Interesting facts? Cultural treats to 

taste?  

Join the Orchard Kids and make a poster 

or display of a country or culture which is 
important to you. Add your display to one 
of the tables on the patio before worship. 
After worship, enjoy the various 
displays!  We will also have a local 
children's author here to read from her 
recent book about a boy and his cultural 
celebration! Add your name and country/
culture to the list at the Welcome Center 
on Sundays or Wednesdays, or contact 
Melinda Hoyt to reserve table 
space. melinda@orchardventura.org 
 

Melinda Hoyt 
Children’s Ministry Director 

Melinda@OrchardVentura.org 

 

Fall events for families: 
World Communion Celebration of 

Countries and Cultures – 10/2 

Fall Festival and Trunk or Treat – 10/30 

Giant Christmas Tree Lighting – 11/27 

 

Preschool is in full 
swing! September 

was busy getting to know all our new 
students and their families. The children 
seem to be adjusting to the new school 

year very well!   

Did you know that October marks 39 years 
of Sonshine Preschool? Isn’t that 
incredible? This year, we have 116 
students that make up our one 2-year-old 
class and our other six classrooms for 3 to 
5-year-olds. These students can come 
Monday/Wednesday/Friday, Tuesday/
Thursday, or Monday-Friday. Our program 
is from 9:00-12:00, and there are some 
extended day options for children who are 

three years old.  

Now that we are in October, we are 
learning about farms and pumpkins and 
how God loves us and always helps us. 
We are looking forward to our trip to the 
Great Pacific Pumpkin patch! For the last 
two years, we couldn’t make our pumpkin 
patch field trips (but the pumpkin patch 
came to us), and we are so happy that we 
get to bring back this fun trip! We will learn 
about many different pumpkins and 
squash and how they grow. We will take a 
tractor ride around the farm to see the 
animals. We will get to find a shady spot 
and have a snack. And the best part is that 
each child gets to select and take home a 
pumpkin from the pumpkin patch! If you’ve 
ever participated in any of our fundraising 
activities (thank you!), this is one way we 

use those funds! 

We are always so grateful for 

your support and prayers!  

 

Annette Walters  

Sonshine Preschool Director 

Annette@OrchardVentura.org 

Cody Schulze 

Youth Ministry Director 

cody@orchardventura.org 
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WOMEN’S MINISTRY 

 

 

Women's Harvest Hangout!  

Hey ladies! Put on your favorite plaid shirt, 

best jeans, cowboy boots (and maybe 

even spurs??), and come on out to our 

Harvest Hangout, put on by Women's 

Ministries. We'll get together on October 

7 at 6:30 pm and start with a fun ice 

breaker and give you a chance to talk with 

your friends about God's blessings in your 

life. We'll have fall crafts, fancy s'mores by 

the firepit, a fall-themed puzzle, board 

games, and some line dancing. Pick one 

activity and do it all evening, or rotate 

between the options! And, try to beat 

Betty Sears for best-dressed cowgirl and 

win a prize (but know that dressing up isn't 

mandatory). This is a great event to invite 

friends to, or come on your own and meet 

some new people. The event is open to all 

women, middle school on up, so invite 

your daughters and granddaughters too. 

Suggested donation is $5 to cover the 

cost of materials.  Scan the QR code to 

sign up or visit OrchardVentura.org/events  

Sign up Now! 

We hope to see you!  

YEE-HAW!  

Deya Jacob 

Women's Ministries Chair 

deya@orchardventura.org 

MEN’S MINISTRY 

September was a busy month for Orchard 

Men's Ministry. Sixteen guys participated 

in the tent take down, which was 

completed in a highly efficient manner. 

Way to go, guys! We can't wait to put it up 

next year.  

 

Planning continued for the Community 

Dinner Movie Night, in collaboration with 

the High School Guys' Group, to enjoy a 

hot dog meal and the showing of the 

movie, The Sandlot, on September 30. 

We'll report on the exciting results of the 

event next month.  

 

The Men's Ministry Leadership Team also 

worked with Children's Ministry to assist 

with the very successful Pancake and 

Mini Golf event. As always, Howard 

Young and his crew flipped fantastic 

pancakes. Cody Schulze, Orchard's Youth 

Director, did an exceptional job leading 

the event for Melinda to be with her family. 

 

The Fall Men's Breakfast will be 

Saturday, October 15, at 8:30 a.m. in the 

Orchard Worship Center. Come early and 

enjoy coffee and fellowship before 

breakfast. Besides a delicious breakfast, 

we'll have great worship music supplied 

by Jimmy Mac and his renowned roundup. 

Our guest speaker will be Dave Afman, 

Area Director of Young Life Ventura, who 

will bring us an uplifting message on his 

walk, including the challenges of working 

with today's unchurched teens, and the 

hope there is for them in Jesus Christ.  

Dave was born a 

midwestern boy hailing 

from Grand Rapids, MI, He 

spent more than half his life 

in California.  Dave moved here in 1999 to 

attend Westmont College and has never 

looked back. He married Abigail 12 years 

ago, a California girl, and they have two 

children, Jansen and Annie.  For the last 

15 years, he has been the Area Director 

for Young Life in Ventura. Young Life 

seeks to meet unchurched teenagers in 

their world, walk alongside them in 

friendship, and earn the right to share 

about Jesus giving teens a chance to 

consider what they believe.  He has had 

the privilege of walking alongside 

volunteer leaders as he works together to 

support the teenagers of this 

community.   When Dave is not working 

with Young Life, he enjoys surfing, 

spending time with the family, coaching 

soccer, and enjoying the California 

sunshine!    

Ticket sales will begin on 

the church patio Sunday, 

October 2, and continue 

through the 9th. Sign-up 

online, scan the QR code 

or visit OrchardVentura.org/events  

For more information about Men’s Ministry 

please contact Lon Herrera at 

lonpsd@hotmail.com.  

 

TUTORING CENTER 

It you are interested in becoming a Tutor 

please contact Lon Herrera at 

lonpsd@hotmail.com.  

LOCAL MISSIONS 

Just in case we have not said thank 

you enough, you are all a wonderful 

and amazingly generous congregation. 

Together we have fed, clothed, 

provided hygiene items, and kept 

people housed. We are God's hands 

and feet to many. 

This year 28 

children, ages 7 to 

11, from the foster 

care system got the opportunity to spend 

a week at camp in the Ojai Valley, 

learning about God's love, while enjoying 

the Bible stories of Esther and Daniel. 68 

adults from 12 different churches in the 

area were the staff and counselors that 

helped to make a week of memories for 

the kids. All during camp we saw God 

https://orchardcommunity.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/1442088
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working by smoothing out rough spots, 

opening up kids hearts and impacting the 

staff. Every year there are many SOTOs 

(Story Of The One) that makes this work 

so fulfilling, so here is one of mine. 

A girl 7 years old, we will call her Joan, 

came to camp with her sister who was 9. 

We were told that she was very 

withdrawn, would not talk to men and 

would pretty much only communicate with 

her sister. We were also told that they did 

not think she would last the week at camp. 

On Monday & Tuesday I tried to engage 

her with no luck and she would just look at 

her feet. Tuesday night as the kids were 

getting settled for the evening, I was 

walking around the cabins when a staff 

member found a tarantula on the porch of 

the girl's cabin. I ran down to the wood 

shop to get one of the bug boxes that the 

kids made, so more of the campers could 

see the prize. After the capture, I turned 

over the box to see that it was Joan's box 

that I had grabbed. I and the staff person 

went to her cabin to show the girls. They 

loved it especially because it was trapped. 

I told Joan that this was her box so she 

needed to take care of the spider until the 

next day when we would release it. She 

still would not talk to me but told her 

counselor that she wanted to show her 

sister in one of the other cabins. I then 

went on my way for the night. The next 

day as I got ready to ferry Joan's cabin to 

lunch, she came bounding up and sat 

down next to me and began to tell me all 

the things she had done with crafts and 

projects that morning. I was amazed at the 

change. After lunch she came up to me 

and asked to set the tarantula free, which 

we did with the rest of her cabin mates. 

The rest of the week she was happy and 

animated and even took part in the 

camper talent show. When we returned to 

the church to reunite the campers with 

their families, I got the chance to talk to 

her mother. She said she thought for sure 

she would get a call the first night saying 

that Joan wanted to come home. She 

could also not believe the change in this 

little girl after just 5 days of camp. We 

serve an awesome God and I firmly 

believe that HE put all of the elements in 

place to have an impact on that child. For 

more SOTO's from camp all you have to 

do is ask. ~ Greg Pels 

As we look forward to the fall, we are 

continuing with the Kitchen Basics 

collection during October, providing 

needed kitchen items to those leaving 

homelessness and moving into permanent 

housing. Thank you to all who have 

already donated items for the kitchen 

collection. Our goal is 20 complete kitchen 

kits. Providing these kits makes the 

transition into housing more manageable 

and more welcoming. 

Please click here or scan the 

code to select the items you 

can contribute. You may bring the items to 

church and place them in the big green 

cart or drop them off on the bench in front 

of the home of Judy Alexandre. Your 

donations are appreciated. If you have 

questions, don't hesitate to contact 

Priscilla Anderson, prillu1950@gmail.com. 

We once again provided dinner and 

shared it with the Tender Life Maternity 

Home residents. Thank you to those who 

prepared Sunday dinner for Tender Life 

on September 25th. 

Judy Alexandre, Jean Callahan 

Shirley Gapper, Becky Graves, 

Sarah Kolb, 

Marilyn Reeder, 

Sharen Reyes,  

and Joanna 

Schulze. 

We desire to provide a meal every other 

month and develop a relationship with the 

residents. If you want to assist in providing 

the meal and sharing it with the residents, 

please contact Priscilla Anderson.  

Step Up Ventura is having its major 

fundraiser on Oct. 15, 2022. Orchard Blue 

Grass Band is providing the music. There 

will be a light BBQ, music, dancing, and a 

silent auction. Contact Judy Alexandre 

(judyalexandre@gmail.com) for more 

information. Judy has tickets if interested 

or visit StepUpVentura.org. 

The annual ActionVC, Ventura 

Community Christmas Shoppe is 

coming soon, hosted at Orchard 

community church. The new toy collection 

for children ages 0-17 begins on Nov. 6 

thru Dec. 4. We will be expecting about 

200 volunteers from several 

congregations and over 350 under-

resourced families of shoppers. The goal 

is 5,000 new toys and for our guests to 

hear the story of His love for them and 

have an opportunity for prayer. Guests will 

receive a meal, have pictures with Santa, 

activities on the grass area, child care 

while they shop, gift wrapping, and more. 

You are an essential part of the Christmas 

Shoppe. Yes, we need toys that you 

donate, AND we need you to volunteer 

and be a part of sharing his love with 

others. The Shoppe is on Dec. 10, 2022. 

Questions? Contact Lauri Kail at 

laurikail822@gmail.com; Jeremy Jacob 

at jeremysjacob@hotmail.com or Judy 

Alexandre at judyalexandre@gmail.com. 

Each Sunday, the ongoing collection of 

food and hygiene items will be collected 

on the patio. All non-perishable food and 

hygiene items are welcome. The food 

goes to the Salvation Army Pantry, and 

the hygiene items go to One Stop and the 

Arch shelter. 
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GLOBAL MISSION 

October Global Missions News  

& Prayer Requests 

Antalya, Turkey 

Ramazan Arcan 

(Antalya Evangelical 

Church) The church operates out of two 

sites and provides ongoing teaching and 

support for Turkish Christian believers 

whose Muslim families and friends who 

have usually disowned them. One of their 

ongoing ministries is reaching out to 

Syrian refugees. ANTALYA 

EVANGELICAL CHURCH - Home   

Pray for protection for Ramazan and his 

family (they have been threatened), for the 

Christians and the church properties. 

Prayers that the church will grow in 

numbers and faith. 

Bila Tserkva, Ukraine 

Nita Hanson  

(God’s Hidden Treasures) 

GHT ministers to the medically disabled 

by distributing wheelchairs, food, and 

home visits for support and stroke rehab. 

In recent weeks, the number of internal 

refugees has exploded. GHT is also 

providing regular services to refugees in 

the Bila Tserkva region and coordinating 

with and assisting a similar ministry in 

Kiev. They are working with military 

chaplains who go into the occupied areas 

to assist refugees in hiding. This project 

has expanded to help supply some of 

those in the military with over-the-counter 

medication and warm clothing, as winter in 

Ukraine is on the horizon. Bibles and 

prayers are offered to refugees, along with 

GHT contact information. 

godshiddentreasures.org 

Pray for protection for GHT staff and the 

chaplains who risk their lives as they go 

out, healing from the trauma the 

Ukrainians are experiencing, peace in 

Ukraine, and an end to the war. Due to 

visa requirements, Nita is returning to the 

US. Pray for wisdom for her in working 

virtually with the GHT staff and for her 

heart---she doesn’t want to leave her 

beloved Ukraine. 

Lupeni, Romania 

Brandi & Dana Bates 

(New Horizons)  

continue to serve in several ways. Young 

Life Impact Clubs introduced to the 

Romanian Orthodox Church are currently 

doing outreach to the refugees who have 

fled from Ukraine. Dana also continues 

work developing competitive level 

mountain biking trails to bring income into 

the impoverished Jiu Valley where they 

live. Since the outbreak of the war in 

Ukraine, Brandi has begun a reading 

program, “Reading without Borders.” with 

a focus on helping to heal the war trauma 

the refugee children have experienced. 

The Stuart-Gildred Foundation has offered 

the Bates a matching grant which, per 

their newsletter, “can sustain and grow our 

‘IMPACT’ on the Church’s daily and 

weekly work with youth throughout 

Romania, as well as helping provide 

quality programming for summer camp-

type ministries.” 

Pray for the refugees and support for the 

“Reading Without Borders” program and 

health and protection for Brandi and Dana 

and their family and provision for their 

ministry.  

J and N  serve in southeast Asia. Pray for 

their transition back in country as they 

begin afresh after almost 2 years away 

due to COVID, for courage and 

faithfulness as they deal with difficult 

issues, for wisdom in ministry and daily 

living in a country that is hostile to 

Christians. For their prayer letters or 

further information please reach out 

to Rich Smith r_smith122@hotmail.com   

Pray for Shalom.   

Siquatepeque-Honduras 

Orlando and Sylvia Japas 

(Union Biblica) minister to 

children in the public schools and are 

teaching a year-long program on political 

leadership with Christian values, and 

developing preaching skills among church 

leaders.    

Pray for protection for Orlando and Sylvia 

and their family and staff, that the training 

will result in the values and teaching being 

lived out in the community. 

Wesley and Natalie 

ministering in an undisclosed 

country in the Arabian 

Peninsula. Wes and Natalie and their sons 

Tobi & Jet are in country and continue 

their work in the 24/7 prayer house. Pray 

for their health especially their children 

who have frequent diarrhea, for the local 

Arab church and practical provision for 

believers who are rejected by their 

families and a long-term tenant to move 

into the top floor of their villa. If you would 

like to connect directly with Natalie and 

Wes or receive a monthly prayer calendar 

please reach out to Lizzie Barminski 

(ewbarminski@gmail.com).  

IMPACT - International Short Term 

Missions (impact-theglobe.org)  You’re 

Invited to  the Worship & Missions night—

youth and young adult event in November. 

Lifewater International | A Non-Profit 

Christian Clean Water Organization Watch 

for Significant Sacrifice in Lent. 

If you are concerned about the condition 

of the world, want to see how God is 

working around the globe, and want to 

learn from churches in other cultures, join 

the Global Missions Team.  

Contact Rich Smith 

at r_smith122@hotmail.com 
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Just under 30 small group members 

enjoyed gathering for a taco bar lunch 

after church Sunday, Sept. 11, hosted by 

the Small Group Team. All of our different 

types of small groups were represented 

(Women's Bible Studies, Men's Small 

Group, Mixed group, Mom's group, Young 

Adult group, Youth, and children's 

groups.) The food and energy level were 

terrific and the excitement of being in 

small groups easily seen and heard. The 

relationship between small groups and the 

early church was highlighted from Acts 

2:42-47, and the importance of small 

groups to individual growth and to the 

church was seen through Paul's prayer for 

the Philippians in Phil 1:9-11. Expect to 

hear more from this group! 

Small group registration continues to be 

open to all and a follow-up celebration is 

scheduled for late fall. Register online 

through the Orchard website under the 

"Connect" tab or contact Rich Smith. 

Small group discussion questions are 

available on the Orchard website under 

the "Messages" tab. Look for the “Click 

Here for details and discussion questions” 

button. 

The Worship Committee would like to 

remind everyone that October 20, 2022 is 

the annual ShakeOut.org drill.  

Most earthquake-related injuries and 

deaths are caused by collapsing walls and 

roofs, flying glass and falling objects. 

It is extremely important for people to move 

as little as possible to reach a place of 

safety under a chair, desk or interior walk. 

Most injuries occur when people try to 

move more than a short distance during the 

shaking. 

Here are a few YouTube videos you might 

find helpful.  

If You're Near a Sturdy Desk or Table (Earthquake Safety Video Series) 

If There's NO Sturdy Desk or Table (Earthquake Safety Video Series)  

If You Have a Mobility Disability (Earthquake Safety Video Series)  

https://orchardcommunity.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/1397543
mailto:r_smith122@hotmail.com
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SESSION REPORT 

The Session of Orchard Community 
Church met on September 8, 2022 in the 
Library. Before the meeting was called to 
order, Session had shared fellowship and 
prayer, and Matt led a devotional on 1 

Corinthians 11:1. 

Pastor’s Report 
Pastor Matt shared several prayer 
concerns and needs in the congregation 
and how elders could be praying for them 
and/or reaching out to them. He informed 
Session that work on the shed behind the 
church has been slowed down by the 
concrete contractor, but that it would 
proceed soon. The upper driveway and 
parking lot will be done after that. Matt will 
be on study leave October 24-28, and Wes 
Haystead will preach on October 30. Alisa 
Bossoletti has set the 20th of each month 
as the deadline for Orchard Life 

submissions. 

Farmhouse/Tutoring Center Work 
Mark Krueger came to Session with 
proposals from the Thrive committee for 
tenting for termites and replacing the roof 
on the Farmhouse/Tutoring Center. The 
recommended contractors were approved 
after reviewing all the bids. Session 
thanked Mark for all his hard work and 
dedication to improving and updating our 

campus through the Thrive projects so that 
it is much more welcoming to visitors and 

able to support all of Orchard’s ministries. 

Community Disaster Response 
Judy Alexandre came to Session to ask if 
Orchard wants to continue to be part of VC
-VOAD, which is a group of volunteer 
organizations that commit to helping with 
any local disaster that happens. While 
Orchard would definitely want to mobilize 
at the time and help as we did after the 
Thomas Fire, elders weren’t sure what 
resources and buildings Orchard would be 
able to commit to being available at an 
undetermined time in the future. It will be 

discussed further next month. 

General Fund Finances 
Session discussed 2022 finances so far. 
After August the General Fund is down 
about $40,000 with income about $18,000 
less than this time last year. The Finance 
committee will keep monitoring the 
situation, and implications for next year’s 
budget were discussed. The Budgeting 
process for 2023 will begin with Elder Dave 
Fuhrmann sending out worksheets with 

instructions to the teams in the next week. 

Nominating Committee 
The Nominating Committee has completed 
the work of finding three Elder and four 
Deacon candidates for 2023. A 

Congregational Meeting is scheduled for 
November 6, to elect officers. The date 
and the candidates’ names will be 

published 2-3 weeks before the meeting. 

ECO National Gathering 
Matt discussed the ECO National 
Gathering which will be in Newport Beach 
in January. We can send as many people 
as we want, so he encouraged elders to 
look at the website and see if they or 
members of their teams would want to go 
to all or part of it. It is a non-voting 
meeting, with the purpose of visioning, 
equipping and inspiring the leaders of the 

church. 

Quilt Ministry 
Elder Sue Boyd brought the new Quilt 
ministry and its lack of funding to Session. 
They make and pray over quilts for people 
who need care, have an illness or a new 
baby, etc. Session allocated money for 
supplies for this year from the Restricted 
funds designated for “Future Ministry 
Opportunities,” and suggested that the 
new ministry would fall within the 
Fellowship Team, and could request a line 

item on their budget for 2023 and ongoing. 

Submitted by Sue Hockenmaier, Clerk of Session 

Members of Orchard Community Church may 
request copies of minutes from Session. Please 

contact Sue Hockenmaier with your request. 

AUGUST FINANCIAL REPORT 

August saw a record $21,200 deficit with $65,100 of expenses and $43,900 of giving.  This doubles our YTD deficit to about 
$40,000.  If you take July and August together, you have pretty typical summer months for financial results and, hopefully, 

September will begin the positive cash flow we typically see in the fall. 

Thank you for all you do for Orchard ministries and missions!  

Scoop Hockenmaier, For the Finance Committee          



Orchard Community Church 

8180 Telephone Rd  

Ventura CA 93004 

Quick links to our website, Connection Card, 

Bulletin, Sunday’s Online Service, subscribe to 

the weekly email, online giving, and social media.  


