world. Please help us celebrate and learn
about people and places around the world
Is your child registered for Sunday Orchard by making a display of your favorite
Kids and Wednesday Kids Club? Check
country or culture! Look for more details at
out our online registration on the Orchard the Welcome Center during September.
website for fast and easy check-ins!
Questions? Contact Melinda at
melinda@orchardventura.org.
Orchard Kids- Sundays
Sonflower Nursery opens at 10:15 am
Preschool- Rm 7
Melinda Hoyt
Kinder/1st Grade- Rm 6
Children’s Ministry Director
2nd /3rd Grade – Rm 5
Melinda@OrchardVentura.org
4th /5th Grade –Rm 8
(Children go to worship with their families
at 10:30, then get dismissed and escorted
to Orchard Kids early in the service.
Please pick up your children at their
classrooms in the Children’s Center)
ORCHARD KIDS

Fall events for families:
Pancakes & Mini Golf – 9/10
Community Dinner & Movie Night – 9/30
World Communion Celebration of
Countries and Cultures – 10/2
Fall Festival and Trunk or Treat – 10/30
Giant Christmas Tree Lighting – 11/27

World Communion Patio Celebration
Sunday, October 2nd
Do you have a favorite country or culture?
Do you have vacation photos? Family
stories? Souvenirs or mementos from your
favorite spot on the planet? The children of
Orchard are hosting a patio display
celebration on Sunday, October 2nd, after
the worship service. During worship that
day, we will celebrate Communion with our
brothers and sisters in Christ around the
This month, our themes are All
About Me! We learn that God
made each of us, and we are
all special. We spend time
learning and exploring our five
senses. We also learn our
routines and classroom rules.
If you happen to see a
preschooler out and about in
September, and maybe they
are having a meltdown, take a
second and pray for them!
Having all these new experiences can be
exhausting and overwhelming! While
We do have a few new faces around
you’re at it, you can also pray for the
Sonshine Preschool. Over the summer, we parents and preschool teachers!
welcomed: Diane Overton, Toucans
Teacher. Rachel Dodd, Tweety Birds aide. We are always grateful for your support
Jessica Needham, Classroom aide. We
and prayers throughout the school year!
are also welcoming back Resee Jones as Thanks for loving Sonshine so well.
a Classroom aide. Each of the ladies adds
Annette Walters
their unique skills and personality to help
Sonshine Preschool Director
make our school a wonderful place. We
are so grateful for them!
Annette@OrchardVentura.org

Diane Overton

Rachel Dodd

Jessica Needham

Resee Jones

Orchard Small Groups - Fall 2022
Join existing groups



Men's Bible Study (Sunday morning
or Wednesday night)
Women's Bible Study (Tuesday
evenings or Wednesday mornings)



Mom's Group (Sunday evenings)



Mixed Life Zoom Group (Monday
nights)



Young Adults (20's and 30's)
(Wednesday nights)

OR...
Join new forming groups!
Register NOW!
Use the Church Center App or visit
www.OrchardVentura.org/events
WOMEN’S MINISTRY

Women's Harvest Hangout!
Hey ladies! Put on your favorite plaid shirt,
best jeans, cowboy boots (and maybe
even spurs??), and come on out to our
Harvest Hangout, put on by Women's
Ministries. We'll get together on October 7
at 6:30 pm and start with a fun ice breaker
and give you a chance to talk with your
friends about God's blessings in your life.
We'll have fall crafts, fancy s'mores by the
firepit, a fall-themed puzzle, board games,
and some line dancing. Pick one activity
and do it all evening, or rotate between
the options! And, try to beat Betty Sears
for best-dressed cowgirl and win a prize
(but know that dressing up isn't
mandatory)! This is a great event to invite
friends to, or come on your own and meet

some new people. The event is open to all
women, middle school on up, so invite
your daughters and granddaughters too.
Suggested donation is $5 to cover the
cost of materials. We hope to see you!
YEE-HAW!
Deya Jacob
Women's Ministries Chair
deya@orchardventura.org
MEN’S MINISTRY

TUTORING CENTER
It you are interested in becoming a Tutor
please contact Lon Herrera at
lonpsd@hotmail.com.
LOCAL MISSIONS

We are on the move
again, sharing God's
love for others in many
different ways.
Our August flip-flop, food, and hygiene
collection was fantastic. The collected
food items were donated to the Salvation
Army food pantry. The hygiene items were
On Sunday, September 11, at 9 am, in the
donated to One Stop and The Arch. The
church conference room, The Men’s
flip-flops and shoes were donated to the
Morning Bible Study will begin a new
correctional facility, the Arch, and One
series entitled “Distorted Images of God.”
Stop. Thank you.
All men are encouraged to join us as we
explore how a distorted image of God can
be a barrier to an intimate relationship
with Him.
Sunday Morning Men's Bible Study

Distorted Images of God: Restoring
Our Vision by Dale Ryan and Juanita
Ryan
Though we say God is loving, trustworthy,
and all-powerful, our actions and thoughts
reveal the subtle and not-so-subtle lies
we're believing: that God is impossible to
please, manipulative, and likely to
abandon us. Written with compassion and
conviction, this study brings to light our
distorted thinking and points us to the
truth of who God is―the great healer who
knows us intimately and pursues us with
love.
For more information about Men’s Ministry
please contact Lon Herrera at
lonpsd@hotmail.com.

On behalf of those in need in the Ventura
area, I would like to thank all of you who
took the time to help make Breakfast In A
Bag during the recent Lemon
Festival. You assembled approximately
1,100 breakfasts which were delivered to
homeless shelters and food banks in the
area. Our guiding principle for this service
comes from Matthew 25:35-40 (my
paraphrase) when Jesus (the King) said,
“ . . . I was hungry and you gave me
something to eat, . .
.” The disciples
responded, “Lord,
when did we see
you hungry and
feed you...?”

Jesus replied, “. . .
whatever you did for
one of the least of
these brothers and
sisters of mine, you did for me.”
Blessings to you all, Randy Metz

Our Tender Life Walk team had a great
time. It was a beautiful day for the annual
Tender Life Fundraiser Walk through
downtown Ventura and the promenade.
As Diamond sponsors of the event, the
Orchard Community Church Team (Sara
Kolb, Leigh Burton, Joan Addison, Bryan
Bondy, Terri Canaan, Karen Carpenter,
Rich Smith, Pat Supko, Kate Hershey, and
Mike Hershey) joined many other
members of the community in a united
walk to support Tender Life Maternity
Home. All in all, the event raised over
$60,000!! We look forward to participating
again next year.
The Homeless Prevention Fund has
served many. They are now out of funds
and seeking donations. Ventura Homeless
Prevention is an organization formed by
the Ventura Social Services Task Force in
2007 and incorporated as a 501(c)(3) in
2010. We reduce homelessness in
Ventura quite simply by preventing it: we
pay rent for Ventura residents who are
facing eviction because of a one-time
financial setback such as missed work or
a major medical or car repair bill. We send
a check directly to the landlord for up to
$1,500, and Ventura residents are eligible
for assistance once per year. So far this
year alone, we have prevented
homelessness for 106 people, of which 34
are children, at an average cost of $1,300

per household or just $500 per person.
Our funding comes from donations from
individuals and houses of faith and
occasional grants.

Moving In is a multi-congregational effort
spearheaded by the Lift Up Your Voice to
End Homelessness Program of the
Unitarian Universalist Church of Ventura,
with tremendous support from other
We have no paid staff and operate in
donated space, so every penny donated houses of faith, including Temple Beth
Torah, Church of the Foothills, Orchard
or granted goes directly to pay rent.
Community Church, and The River. When
Though most of those we help live in
apartments, we fill important holes in the case managers finally find a way to move
someone out of homelessness and back
social safety net because we also help
into housing, the Moving In Program turns
those living in mobile homes, rented
rooms, group homes, Section 8 housing, that empty apartment into a home by
furnishing it with everything from beds,
and even RVs that rent space in mobile
sofas, tables and chairs, to coffee pots,
home parks; and we have no
dishes, silverware, blankets, sheets, and
requirements relative to immigration
towels. Generous folks in the community
status. We strongly believe that the
kindest and most cost-effective way to end donate gently used furniture and
household goods. Others donate funds to
homelessness is to prevent it in the first
pay for storage space so that Moving In is
place.
ready when housing becomes available.
In 2021, Moving In furnished 78
apartments for 118 people moving out of
homelessness, of which 24 were children,
and 19 were veterans. So far this year,
Moving In has already helped 77
households with 126 people, including 34
children and 13 veterans. Because of this
Kitchen Basics Collection Drive
program, people have a roof over their
heads, a bed to sleep in, a refrigerator to
We will collect kitchen items during
September and October for those moving keep their food in, a table and chairs to
out of homelessness and into a home. We eat, and often a television to watch.
provide individuals, couples, and families Moving In makes it far more likely that
someone who gets housed will stay
with what they would need for a
housed, thanks to generous donors and
household kitchen. Last year, all 20 kits
hard-working volunteers.
we put together were given out and
appreciated. Our goal this year is to
Tender Life Meal
collect enough items again to put together In addition to our
20 kitchen kits. Please help us make this collections, we have other
happen. You may bring the item to church ways to serve directly. The
or drop them off at the home of Judy
next meal for Tender Life that we will be
Alexandre and put them on the bench.
preparing, delivering, and sharing with the
Contact Priscilla
residents will be Sunday, Sept. 25. If you
Anderson at
would like to help with this in any way,
prillu1950@gmail.com
please get in touch with Priscilla Anderson
if you have any
at prillu1950@gmail.com.
questions.

wheelchairs and food along with home
visits for stroke rehab. A large number of
refugees from other areas in Ukraine are
Christmas Shoppe
settling in Bila Tserkva and the
The Christmas Shoppe is coming. The toy surrounding villages. GHT is working with
collection and volunteer sign-ups begin in the local social service agencies and is
assisting the refugees with food, and
November. If you would be interested in
resources, including new baby supplies for
helping coordinate this event, don't
pregnant women and toys for children who
hesitate to contact Judy Alexandre at
had to leave what they had behind. Bibles
judyalexandre@gmail.com. We are
and prayer are offered during the
seeking people for some leadership
distributions, with GHT contact info for
positions.
future needs. A new area of ministry is
GLOBAL MISSION
providing supplies for military chaplains
September Global Missions News
who are going in their own vehicles into
and Prayer Requests
the occupied villages to assist people
living in basements (see photo with faces
Antalya, Turkey
masked) who may be sick, injured, and
Ramazan Arcan (Antalya
often terrified.
Evangelical Church)
The church operates out of two sites and
is working to begin a third church and
learning center. That will provide an
Pray for protection for Nita, GHT staff, and
opportunity to reach people (primarily
the chaplains who risk their lives as they
Muslims) in all areas of Antalya with the
message of Christianity. The church offers go out. Please also pray for physical,
emotional, and spiritual help and healing
ongoing teaching for new believers who
from the trauma the Ukrainians are living
come from a culture unfamiliar with
with. Pray especially for peace in
Christianity and have been taught only
Ukraine—an end to the war.
historical representations, e.g., the
Crusades. Another important objective is
support for these courageous believers,
as their families and friends usually
disown them.
Pray for protection for Ramazan and his
family (they have been threatened),
protection for the Christians and the
church properties, and the church will
grow in numbers and faith.
Bila Tserkva, Ukraine
Nita Hanson
(God’s Hidden Treasures)
During the war, Nita and the
GHT team continue to work with the
medically disabled, distributing

Lupeni, Romania
Brandi and Dana Bates (New Horizons)
Young Life Impact Clubs introduced by
Dana to the Romanian Orthodox Church
are currently doing outreach to the
refugees who have fled from Ukraine.
Dana also continues work developing
competitive-level mountain biking trails to
bring income into the impoverished Jiu
Valley where they live. Since the outbreak
of the war in Ukraine, Brandi has created
a reading program, “Reading without

Borders,” with a focus on helping to heal
the war trauma the children have
experienced. Brandi is working with
children’s authors, publishers, and
Ukrainian translators to have books
distributed to libraries throughout Romania
and Moldova. Children are experiencing
storytime together in their languages. We
recently learned Brandi is sending the
book to Nita for the refugee children GHT
works with. For the Bates newsletter or to
get more information, reach out to Brandi
at Brandi.brianna@gmail.com or to Dana
at danabrandi@new-horizons.ro
Pray for the refugees, the “Reading
Without Borders” program, and for the
health and protection of Brandi, Dana, and
their family.
J and N serve in
Southeast Asia and will
be returning on 8/26 after
an extended time away due to COVID
restrictions. Prayers are requested for
covering all details from trip preparation,
closing their home on East Coast, travel,
baggage, health, COVID and visa
requirements, transition to their home in
country, and against harassment,
technology not working for them. For their
prayer letters or further information,
please reach out to Rich Smith at
r_smith122@hotmail.com.

Pray for Shalom.

Siquatepeque-Honduras Orlando and
Sylvia Japas (Union Biblica) with the
2022 Impact team (Union Biblica),
continue to minister to children in the
public schools and will be teaching a year
long program on political leadership with
Christian values.

Pray for protection for Orlando and Sylvia missionaries or receive a monthly
and their ministry.
prayer calendar, please get in touch
Wesley and Natalie minister with Lizzie Barminski at
ewbarminski@gmail.com.
in an undisclosed country in
the Arabian Peninsula. Wes,
Natalie, and their sons Tobi & Jet are back
in country after visiting Ventura in July,
continuing the work in the prayer house
(open 24-7) with regularly scheduled
gatherings.

If you are concerned about
the condition of the world,
want to see how God is
working around the globe, and
want to learn from churches in
other cultures, join the
Global Missions Team.
Pray for the well-being of the people living
Contact Rich Smith
in the building and good, encouraging
at r_smith122@hotmail.com
relationships with the tenants. Pray for
Wes and Nat's deeper connections and
relationships with friends and community.
If you want to connect directly with these
ORCHARD YOUTH
Middle & High School
Our Youth Ministry goal is to share Christ
with students and to help them grow as
disciples in truth and love. We meet, hang
out, learn, grow, and love Jesus. Our leaders
are excited to invest in today's youth and
often we see God do some amazing stuff.
Come join us whether it is at our weekly
youth group and small groups, Sunday
School, various trips, and camps, or service
projects and missions.
There is a place for everyone, and we
always have a fun and memorable time!
Connect with people, be known, and grow in
faith.
Youth Group Sundays from 4-6 pm
Coffee with Cody Tuesdays - (when VUSD
school is in session) 3-4:30 pm at
Starbucks (Telegraph and Victoria)
High School Guys Group Wednesdays in
the Youth Building from 6-7:30 pm
Cody Schulze
Youth Ministry Director
cody@orchardventura.org

SESSION REPORT
The Session of Orchard Community
Church met on August 11, 2022 in the
Library. Before the meeting was called to
order, Session had shared fellowship and
prayer. Matt led a discussion on Matthew
5:3. Clerk Sue Hockenmaier was not in
attendance and Elder Tim Callahan acted
as Clerk pro tem.

General Fund Finances
Finance Elder Dave Fuhrmann reported
that July giving was very strong. Dave said
that since the budget anticipates strong
giving at year end, we are slightly ahead of
schedule after the July report. Given the
budget projections that he uses, Dave said
he felt we might break even by year’s end.
The economic uncertainties of the first half
of the year might have held back giving,
Dave said.
Motions
 Session approved an Event Request
from Girl Scout Troop 61135 to hold a
Mommy and Me Tea Party in the
Youth Building on September 24,
2022. The event will be a fundraiser for
the troop, soliciting only its members.
The troop is non-profit and has used
our campus for meetings (but not
fundraisers) in the past. Proceeds will
be used toward a Europe trip in 2024.

Pastor’s Report
Pastor Matt shared several prayer
concerns and needs in the congregation
and community, and how elders could be
praying for them and/or reaching out to
them. Matt informed Session that work on
 A motion was approved from
the shed behind the church has been
Children’s Ministries to hold monthly
delayed due to some surveying issues.
restaurant fundraisers from September
The Worship Committee is discussing
2022 through February 2023 to offset
returning to two worship services on
children’s camp counselor fees. Dates
Sundays. Matt will be on vacation October
and locations to be determined.
24-28, and Wes Haystead will preach on
Staff Retreat
October 30. Alisa Bossoletti has set the
Personnel Elder Tim Callahan described a
20th of each month as the deadline for
Staff Retreat held for all 10 Staff members
Orchard Life submissions.
on August 8 from 9:00am-1:00pm at the

home of Ann and Richard Deamer. Tim
said the Personnel Committee provided
refreshments and lunch to the Staff during
the retreat. Pastor Matt said the retreat
began with staff members checking in,
describing where they currently are in their
ministry, their challenges and
accomplishments. Deya Jacob then led a
work style and assessment exercise. The
Staff was very appreciative of the
Deamer’s generosity in loaning their
beautiful home!
Presbytery Meeting
Elder Lauri Kail was elected Commissioner
to the next Presbytery meeting Saturday,
October 15, 2022 at Trinity Presbyterian
Church in Camarillo.
Submitted by Sue Hockenmaier, Clerk of Session
Members of Orchard Community Church may
request copies of minutes from Session. Please
contact Sue Hockenmaier with your request.

Staff Retreat 2022

JULY FINANCIAL REPORT
July saw a $16,400 gain with $51,600 in expenses and $68,000 in giving. This lowers our YTD deficit to $18,600, which is unusual
in summer, our typically lower giving months. Amazingly, our YTD income isn’t much behind our 2021 pace. Spending is about
$28,000 higher than last year, but this was largely planned, and spending has been very steady this year. This is a great start to
the second half of the year!
Thank you for all you do for Orchard ministries and missions! - Scoop Hockenmaier, For the Finance Committee

Orchard Community Church
8180 Telephone Rd
Ventura CA 93004

