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ORCHARD KIDS 
-No Kids Club on Dec 21 or Dec 28 

-Christmas Eve Family service at 4 pm: All 
children are invited to participate. Contact 

me for more info. 

Are you looking to make the Christmas 
season more special for your family this 
year? Kids have no trouble understanding 
the receiving nature of Christmas in our 
culture. The advertisements on YouTube 
and television, the catalogs that find their 
way into your home, and the threat of 
Santa withholding gifts for bad behavior all 
work to reinforce the secular consumerism 
and “I want” of our culture. Do you want 
the children in your life to truly 
comprehend the gift of Jesus this 
Christmas? Let’s unite against the catalogs 
and create a wonder-filled Christmas in our 
homes and church. Here are some ideas 

to get us started: 

 Help your child make handmade gifts or 

cards for their teachers. 

 Have your child participate in filling a bag 

of clothing and toys for donation 

 Take a family Christmas photo and 
include a quote from your child about the 

real meaning of Christmas. 

 Add a nativity scene in your home for 

children to play with 

 Read stories about the birth of Jesus. 

 Make it a priority to get to worship and 

Orchard Kids each Sunday in December. 

 Bake something yummy together for a 

neighbor 

 Let your child know you are volunteering 
at the Christmas Shoppe so they 
understand the joy of giving and serving 

others 

 Drive around town looking for Christmas 
yard displays that depict the real 

meaning of Christmas 

 Make a family Advent wreath and light 

the candles together. A list of weekly 
candle readings will be available at the 

Children’s Check-In station. 

 Have your children participate in 
choosing a gift for someone in the 
family—focus on the fun of giving—help 
your child consider the likes and 

interests of the receiver 

This year is extra special because 
Christmas falls on a Sunday morning. 
Consider arranging your morning so you 
can join us at 10:30 am for a casual, family
-friendly Christmas morning with the 
church family. We will have donuts and 
muffins, and all ages are encouraged. This 
is an excellent opportunity to show the 
children in your life that Jesus is the best 
gift of all. Come as you are—Christmas 

jammies are just fine!  

 
Melinda Hoyt 
Children’s Ministry Director 

Melinda@OrchardVentura.org 

ORCHARD YOUTH 
Putting Christ back in Christmas 

It’s December, and the end of the year is 

upon us. Christmas is looming, and we 

are busy decorating, buying presents for 

everyone, and ensuring that nothing is 

forgotten come Christmas day. If we 

aren’t careful, though, our Christmas can 

become all about gifts, meals, and seeing 

family, which aren’t bad things. However, 

they aren’t what Christmas is truly about. 

In the youth program, we have been on a 

mission for the last several years to 

wrestle Christmas (and Easter) back from 

the secular Santas and Easter bunnies 

that have tried to cheapen and 

commercialize the true meaning of the 

best gift we have ever been given. Our 

goal has been to put Christmas in the 

context of God’s larger redemptive plan, 

so that not only do we see this day as the 

day Jesus was born, but we understand 

that this day is the birth of hope for the 

people. 

You see, after hundreds of years of silence 

from God, his people were given the gift of 

certain hope. The Savior of the world born 

to them, a Savior that would die in our 

place so that we could become heirs in the 

kingdom of God. But two thousand years 

later, I would bet that many of our 

Christmas celebrations do not reflect that. 

So this year, I want to invite you to join the 

youth program in putting Christ at the 

center of Christmas and not relegating him 

to a church service on Christmas eve or 

Christmas day (yes, there is a Christmas 

day service this year at 10:30 am). 

Consider starting a new tradition with your 

family where you read from the scriptures, 

or before you open gifts, you discuss why 

the gift of Jesus is so precious. Perhaps 

you already have traditions and put Christ 

at the center of Christmas in your home. I 

would encourage you to converse with 

someone at church and share what you 

are doing. 

I hope we can start a movement, and in a 

world so focused on the commercialized 

Christmas, we can be a beacon of hope. 

When someone asks what we are doing 

for Christmas, we can tell them how we 

celebrate Christ that day. If you see me on 

Sunday, I would love to hear about your 

Christ-centered traditions, but I would also 

love for you to discuss the true reason for 

the season with a student around campus. 

Let’s not let Christmas be treated as 

something less this year; let’s worship the 

Lord and celebrate his birth! 

Cody Schulze 

Youth Ministry Director 

cody@orchardventura.org 
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SONSHINE PRESCHOOL 

How is it the last month of the year? Time 

has flown by, that’s for sure. This month, 

we are busy getting ready for our 

Christmas Program! The children are 

learning songs they will sing in the 

Worship Building in front of their families. 

It is the most fun and fantastic way to end 

the year as we go to Christmas Break! If 

you’d like to join us, we’d be happy to 

have you! You can come either December 

14th or 15th at 11:00 am.  

 

This month, the children are also learning 

about the birth of Jesus! We are talking 

about how Mary and Joseph had to walk 

all the way to Bethlehem, and when they 

got there, they had no place to stay! We 

are talking about Jesus being born in a 

stable and how the wise men followed the 

star to find him. We try to teach the 

children that Jesus’ birth is the ultimate 

gift and the reason we celebrate 

Christmas. We do this through story 

books, songs, bible stories, and chapel. 

The concept of Jesus being a gift sent 

from God is deep, and we hope to share it 

gently so that it is something these 

children carry with them even after they 

leave Sonshine! 

 

We hope you all have a very Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

Annette Walters  

Sonshine Preschool Director 

Annette@OrchardVentura.org  

FAITH STORY SUNDAY 
Sunday, January 1, 2023 

We all are captured by a good story. A 

good story about how God has been at 

work among us is especially 

captivating.  We bring the New Year each 

year with Testimony Sunday to help build 

our faith as we learn from other members 

of our congregation how God is 

transforming our lives presently. 

Do you have a compelling story to share 

about God's touch in your life, big or 

seemingly small? Please let Worship 

Elder Joy Downing Riley know you would 

like to share. Joy will help you shape your 

story. Email Joy at jdredit@yahoo.com 

ORCHARD CHOIR 
Choir Sunday, Dec. 18!   

Choir Christmas Sunday is December 18 

at 10:30! Join us (and invite a friend!) as 

we share the Christmas story in song and 

scripture.  

Deya Jacob 

Choir Director 

deya@orchardventura.org 

LOCAL MISSIONS 

Orchard Community Church Local 

Missions answers the call of Deuteronomy 

15:11b: "….Therefore I command you, 

'You shall open wide your hand to your 

brother, to the needy and the poor, in your 

land.'" 

Thank you for all 

your efforts with 

the Kitchen Kit 

Collection Drive. 

The 20 kits will be used for families this 

coming year as they transition from 

homelessness to having a home. A big 

thank you to Mike and Kate Hershey, Judy 

Alexandre, Diana Loe, Cheryl Hayden, 

Joan Smith, and Pat Supko for helping 

pack the kits. Thank you to Howard Young 

for transporting the kits to the Move-In 

storage and, to Priscilla Anderson and 

Lauri Kail for coordinating and leading the 

collection and organizing the packaging. 

Several people from 

Orchard provided dinner 

for the residents at Tender 

Life Maternity Home on 

Nov 20. Those who 

helped provide the meal were Shirley 

Gapper, Cheryl Hayden, Joan Logan, 

Karen Carpenter, Marilyn Reeder, Judy 

Alexandre, Priscilla Anderson, and Jean 

Callahan. Priscilla and Jean stayed and 

shared the meal with the young mothers 

and their children. If you would like to 

bless some young women and be blessed 

by helping with the every other month 

outreach meal, please contact Priscilla 

Anderson. The next dinner will be in 

January. 

The BIG event in December is 

the Community Christmas Shoppe on 

Dec 10. We will collect new, unwrapped 

toys for children ages 1-17 through Dec 

8. Toys may be put in the collection boxes 

on Sunday or taken to the church office 

during the week. If that does not work, you 

may take them to the home of Judy 

Alexandre and put them on the bench in 

front of the house. In addition to toys, you 

are wanted and needed!!! Please sign up 

to volunteer at ActionVc.org and go to the 

Ventura Shoppe. Volunteer jobs include 

gift wrapping, praying with individuals, 

serving food, being site security, greeting 

people, helping with clean-up, helping set 

up, providing childcare, assisting with 

outdoor activities, and more. The list of all 

shifts and possibilities is on the website. If 

purchasing toys is not your idea of fun, we 

welcome financial gifts to purchase 

needed toys and supplies. Checks can be 

made to "Action VC," and in the memo, 

write "Ventura Shoppe." Online donations 

will be divided between the five Shoppes 

happening within the county. 

Please pray for the expected 350 families 

who will shop, the 5000 needed toys and 

gifts for all ages, the 350 needed 

volunteer slots to be filled, and all the 
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activities. We pray that all will see His love 

and that some will come to faith. If you 

need assistance signing up or have 

questions, please get in touch with Jeremy 

Jacob at jeremysjacob@hotmail.com. 

This year you have been 

a very giving and 

generous congregation! 

Let's look back on all we 

have done together: 

 Collected clothing and hygiene items 

for The Winter Shelter, One Stop, and 

The Arch Shelter. 

 Continued our weekly delivery of 

donated non-perishable food items to 

the Salvation Army.  

 Made breakfast and soup in a bag.  

 Worked to clean up our neighborhood 

on Action serve day.  

 Volunteered for the work day at City 

Center 

 Served meals for Tender Life 

 Helped to support the winter warming 

shelter with jackets, tarps, socks, 

scarves, etc. 

 Provided books for the Step Up 

Ventura literacy program,  

 Provided kitchen kits 

 In addition to the organizations 

already listed, we supported Young 

Life, Health Care for Justice, and the 

Homeless Prevention Fund.  

 Providing space and leadership for 

the annual Community Christmas 

Shoppe.  

 Participated in the summer education 

series as well.  

Thank you for serving God with your time, 

talent, heart, and finances.  

It is a privilege to be a part of such a 

generous congregation, sharing the love 

of Jesus in very tangible ways. 

GLOBAL MISSION 
December Global Missions  

News and Prayer Requests 

Antalya, Turkey--Ramazan 

Arcan (Antalya Evangelical 

Church) The church is 

celebrating its 30th anniversary this month. 

Recently they had their biannual sale of 

second hand goods, which the members 

donate. The sale raises money for their 

programs and gives them an opportunity 

to connect with the local community as an 

outreach.  

Pray for protection for Ramazan and his 

family (they have been threatened). For 

protection for the Christians and the 

church properties, and that the church will 

grow in numbers and faith.     

 Bila Tserkva, Ukraine—

Nita Hanson (God’s Hidden 

Treasures). Nita Hanson 

recently visited Orchard and shared that 

because of the programs GHT has 

developed through the years, they are 

uniquely positioned with the knowledge 

and connections to extend far beyond 

their previous work in serving the 

disabled. In addition to their regular 

ministry, they provide local resources to 

refugees and people in occupied areas. 

Nita referenced a verse from Esther in that 

GHT has prepared “for such a time as 

this,” doing ministry as God has led, while 

unaware how God would be able to use 

them now in wartime. 

godshiddentreasures.org 

Pray for protection for GHT staff and 

chaplains who risk entering occupied 

villages. Pray for an end to the war and 

peace in Ukraine. Pray for healing the 

physical and emotional wounds suffered 

by the Ukrainian people. Pray for the staff 

as they are putting together plans to 

continue work with limited power and heat 

this winter. Pray for wisdom for Nita. 

Lupeni, 

Romania—(New 

Horizons) Brandi 

and Dana Bates and their two children 

are thanking the Lord these days. From 

Dana, “We participated in the Regional 

Awards for Effective Service Learning 

Practices, and we rejoice with Club Impact 

Special for winning first place.” In addition, 

they were awarded the Stuart-Gildred 

Foundation matching grant that will enable 

them to continue with their work in 

growing “Impact” (service learning 

program) with the Orthodox church 

throughout Romania. Brandi’s reading 

program for Ukrainian refugee children 

continues. Brandi.brianna@gmail.com or 

danabrandi@new-horizons.ro    

Pray for the refugees and support for the 

“Reading Without Borders” program, 

wisdom and health for the Bates, and 

provision for their ministry.  

J and N serve in southeast Asia. Our 

own Rich Smith recently spent two weeks 

with J and N and will share his 

experiences at Orchard.  

Pray for courage and faithfulness as they 

deal with complex issues, for wisdom in 

their work and daily living, and protection 

in a country that is hostile to Christians. 

Pray for new believers to grow in their 

faith.  

To receive their prayer letters or further 

information, please reach out to Rich 

Smith at r_smith122@hotmail.com  

Siquatepeque—

Honduras (Union 

Biblica) Orlando 

and Sylvia Japas minister to children in 

public schools, teaching Christian values. 
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Orlando reports the program “is sowing 

hope in Honduran childhood.” They 

recently began a new weekly Facebook 

video program, Lamparita, presented by 

children for children, teaching care for the 

environment.  

Pray for protection for Orlando and Sylvia 

and their family and staff, that the training 

will result in the values and teaching being 

lived out in the community. 

Wesley and Natalie, with their two 

sons, ministering in an undisclosed 

country in the Arabian Peninsula. They 

are preparing to move to a new city and 

are thanking God for changed 

lives. Details are shared on their 

confidential website.  

Pray for our future home in a strategic 

location. For the Holy Spirit to prepare the 

hearts of our new neighbors and landlord. 

Pray for the logistics and the timing of our 

move. Pray for the transition of our current 

responsibilities in the 24/7 Prayer Room 

before we plant ourselves in the new city. 

If you want to connect directly with Natalie 

and Wes or receive a monthly prayer 

calendar, please contact Lizzie Barminski 

at ewbarminski@gmail.com. Their work is 

inspiring. 

IMPACT - International Short 

Term Missions (impact-

theglobe.org)  Kristy LaBarge, 

Impact Director, visited 

Orchard to share the plans for short-term 

trips summer of 2023 and encourage us to 

prayerfully consider joining a team this 

summer. Trips to serve with our partners 

above in Turkey, Honduras, and Romania 

are among those in the planning stages. 

Lifewater 

International | A Non

-Profit Christian Clean 

WaterOrganization Watch for Significant 

Sacrifice in Lent 

If you are concerned about the condition 

of the world, want to see how God is 

working around the globe, and want to 

learn from churches in other cultures, join 

the Global Missions Team.  

Contact Rich Smith 

at r_smith122@hotmail.com 

SANTA BARBARA  

MISSION CONFERENCE 
Engage 

The Santa Barbara Mission Conference’s 

organizers are excited to present the 2023 

conference, set for Feb 3 and 4 at First 

Presbyterian Church in Santa Barbara. 

The theme, Engage, is the focus of two 

days of inspiring presentations and in-

depth break out session. Registration is 

now open. For more information or to 

register visit— 

sbmissionconference.org/engage-2023 

WOMEN’S SPRING  
BIBLE STUDY 

God of Creation 

God of Creation 

A study of Genesis 1-11 

See How God Reveals Himself 

Through Scripture. A Study in Genesis 

from Author and Speaker Jen Wilkin 

It all began with the Word. 

Groups meet Tuesday Evening from 6:30-

8 pm in the Orchard Conference Room or 

Wednesday mornings from 9:30 - 11:30 

am in the Orchard Worship Center. 

Women of all ages are welcome!  

We encourage you to invite a friend.  

The opening chapters of Genesis teach us 

fundamental truths about God. We watch 

Him bring light after darkness, order after 

chaos, and rest after toil—all through the 

power of His Word. 

Over the course of his study, we will go 

verse-by-verse through Genesis 1-11 by 

following three critical stages of 

understanding: comprehension, 

interpretation, and application. Revisit 

familiar stories and historical figures, 

challenge your basic knowledge, and 

discover deeper meanings in the text. As 

God reveals Himself through Scripture, we 

can only begin to understand ourselves 

when we first glimpse the character, 

attributes, and promises of our Creator. 

The study will begin on January 10/11, 

2023. The books are $20. Register Now 

on the Church Center App!  

For questions about 

Tuesday Evening Study 

contact LuAnn Smith   

Wednesday Morning Study 

contact Priscilla Anderson.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesdays 
6:30 - 8 pm 

Wednesdays 
9:30-11:30 am 
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SESSION REPORT 

The Session of Orchard Community 
Church met on November 10, 2022 in the 
Library. Before the meeting was called to 
order, Session shared a devotional time on 

1 Peter 2:1.    

Pastor’s Report 

Pastor Matt shared several prayer 
concerns and needs in the congregation 
and how elders could be praying for them 
and/or reaching out to them.  He informed 
Session that work on the storage building 
behind the church had begun, and would 
be completed in November. The upper 
driveway and parking lot will be done after 
that.  The Tutoring Center roofing and 
fumigation is complete. Matt shared that 
there are five people in the current New 
Members class, and that he has begun 
training the new Elders and Deacons.  
Both groups will meet with Session in 

December.  

Financial Reports 

Elder Dave Fuhrmann shared about 2022 
finances so far.  After October the General 
Fund is in better shape, with hopes to 
break even or close to it for the year if the 
usual higher giving happens in November 
and December. The Budgeting process for 
2023 has begun and Dave will compile 
what he has gotten from the teams before 
the next Session meeting. He shared the 

Personnel and Finance Committees’ 
recommendations on cost-of-living 
adjustments for staff.  Session approved a 
motion from the Finance committee to 
move our Restricted Fund reserves into 
interest-bearing accounts, from their 
current bank accounts which earn very 
little interest.  This interest could help 
offset the COLAs, since they are both due 
to inflation.  The original Employee 
Retention Credits applied for during 
COVID have finally been received, 
including interest since they took so long to 

distribute the funds. 

Rich Smith Mission Trip 

Elder  LuAnn Smith gave an update on 
Rich Smith’s trip where he is serving with 
the DeVries in their mission field for three 
weeks, doing some preaching, helping and 
encouraging Jack and Neepa in their work 

and planning for the future. 

Presbytery Meeting 

Elder Lauri Kail and Matt gave a report on 
the recent Presbytery meeting they had 
attended.   Lauri shared about the main 
speaker, Robert Logan, who shared his 
book Becoming Barnabus.  He discussed 
discipleship as a 1:1 relationship where 
you are coaching a person to listen to what 
the Holy Spirit is telling them, and that you 
don’t have to have all the answers. Matt 
discussed the Commissioned Lay Pastor 

program and a possible new church plant 

in Santa Maria. 

Missing in Church 

Session discussed the MIC list and 
decided to resume reviewing it every three 
or four months, with the data we now have 
again from attendance cards and online 
check-ins.  The purpose is to notice when 
anyone is drifting away or may need care, 
and to be able to come alongside them if 
needed.  The Deacons also review this 
information.  In order to have good data, 
we encourage everyone to sign in, in 

person and online. 

Administrative Actions 

 The Elders-elect present, Dale Watson 
and Judy Alexandre, were given voice 

for this meeting. 

 The staff Holiday schedule for 2023 

was approved. 

 The Annual Congregational Meeting 
(FFFF) was scheduled for Jan. 29th in 
the evening, returning to the potluck 

format of pre-Covid. 

 Session scheduled a Session Retreat 

for the morning of Dec. 31st. 

Submitted by Sue Hockenmaier, Clerk of Session 

Members of Orchard Community Church may 
request copies of minutes from Session. Please 

contact Sue Hockenmaier with your request. 

OCTOBER FINANCIAL RESULTS 

October saw a modest gain with $60,000 of income and $51,900 of expenses.  
This reduces our YTD deficit to about $36,500.  With a strong finish, which often 

occurs with Orchard giving, we may be able to erase the 2022 deficit. 

Thank you for all you do for Orchard ministries and missions!  Scoop Hockenmaier, 

For the Finance Committee          





Orchard Community Church 

8180 Telephone Rd  

Ventura CA 93004 

Quick links to our website, Connection Card, Bulletin, Sunday’s 

Online Service, subscribe to the weekly email, online giving, 

and social media.  


