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ORCHARD KIDS 
Children’s Tea Party 

Saturday, February 4th  

2-3:30 pm in Worship Center. 

Cost is $5/person.  

Invite your neighbors! Bring your children 
or grandchildren to the Children's Tea 
Party to celebrate the great love God gives 
to us! We will have activities, valentine's 
crafts, treats, entertainment, and a fashion 
show. Dressing up makes this event extra 
special as we practice our good manners. 
Reserve your spot online. We would love 
to have some help. Contact Melinda for 

more details. 

Do you love holding babies and playing 
with toddlers? Our Sonflower Nursery 
needs a few more caregivers. Choose one 
Sunday a month to share God's love with 
our youngest Orchard friends during 
worship services. Contact Melinda for 

more details. 

Melinda Hoyt  
Children’s Ministry Director 

Melinda@OrchardVentura.org 

SONSHINE PRESCHOOL 

It is that time of year again! Registration for 

the 2023-2024 school year begins this 

month. Priority registration for Orchard 

Community Church, current, and former 

Sonshine families begins February 9th and 

runs until the 17th. On Tuesday, February 

21st, at 8:00 am, we will open registration 

to new families. If you have any preschool-

age children in your life and they are 

looking for a preschool, here are some 

things you can tell them about Sonshine: 

We are a play-based preschool that 

believes in supporting the development of 

the whole child. 

We enroll children who turn two by 

September 1st into our Two-Year-Old 

program, and children who turn three by 

September 1st into our preschool program. 

Our program is from 9 am-12pm; we offer 

extended hours from 8-9am and 12-2 pm. 

Contact me to schedule a tour or visit our 

website (SonshineVentura.org) for more 

information! 

While the preschool office is busy with 

registration, the preschool teachers and 

kiddos are having a blast in their 

classrooms! With Valentine’s Day, 

classrooms are talking about how to love 

others. Our Bible Verse for the month is 

John 4:7, which says, “Let us love one 

another.” The amount of love that 

preschoolers give to others is pretty 

incredible. We could learn so much from 

them! 

I hope you all have a wonderful month. We 

are thankful for you and the community 

you help provide to Sonshine!! 

Annette Walters  

Sonshine Preschool Director 

Annette@OrchardVentura.org  

ORCHARD YOUTH 
Thank You! 

You may have noticed a theme in my 

articles lately. My goal has been to 

encourage and push our church family to 

invest in the younger generation and help 

them feel as though they are part of the 

larger congregation and not just a subset 

that meets on Sunday nights. In recent 

months, our youth leaders and I have 

witnessed some of our church family doing 

just this. For this reason, I want to thank 

you; please keep it up. It is making a 

difference, even if you don't see it. I 

recognize that our students will only 

sometimes respond how you'd hoped. 

They aren't always going to engage in a 

meaningful way or even give an answer 

better than "I don't know," but these are 

the hurdles we face with the younger 

generation. We can't always measure 

success in visible terms, nor can we 

assume that our youth will react in a way 

we can predict. All we can do is stay the 

course, pour into our youth, and pray for 

them incessantly. 

We plan to do more in the coming months 

to connect the youth with the whole church 

family. These will likely include 

participation in games, dinners, trivia, 

movies, and more. If you are interested in 

participating, please email me at 

cody@orchardventura.org. We hope we 

can have more success growing the 

church by growing it as a family. I want to 

finish by saying again, thank you for 

investing in our youth and making them 

part of the church family. Having the 

mindset of investing in the next generation 

and taking the call to make disciples 

seriously will mean that Orchard will 

continue to thrive going forward. 

Cody Schulze 

Youth Ministry Director 

cody@orchardventura.org 

LOCAL MISSIONS 

Local Missions is off to another wonderful 

year of serving our local community in His 

name, power, and generosity. Together, 

we seek to open wide our hand to the 

needy and poor. Please join us. You are 

wanted, needed, and appreciated. 

On January 22, we again 

hosted a meal at Tender Life. 

Those providing food and 

visiting the new mothers were 

Joan Addison, Jean Callahan, Karen 

Carpenter, Shirley Gapper, Becky Graves, 

Joanna Schulze, and Priscilla Anderson. 

https://orchardcommunity.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/1579184
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Do you have a heart for those who are 

hungry? 

Would you like to do something to help 

feed the hungry, but don’t have the 

resources or time? 

Here is your chance! 

Sunday, February 5th, after the worship 

service, we will be filling soup bags for 

the hungry, and you can help. 

You can join the assembly line, you can 

cheer on those who are working, or you 

can pray over the boxes of bags that we 

will be putting together. 

Contact Randy Metz, 661-342-3305, with 

questions or comments. 

“Share the Love” A Valentines weekend 

Champagne Brunch and Auction to raise 

rental assistance funding for Ventura 

Homeless Prevention.  

Saturday, February 11 at 11 am 

Doors open at 10:30 am 

At the UU Church of Ventura 

5654 Ralston St., Ventura, CA 93003 

Emcee: Stephanie Caldwell - President & 

CEO, Ventura Chamber of Commerce 

Testimonials, Wine Pull, Online and In-

person Auction with great items, including 

a Diamond necklace and gift card donated 

by Fox Fine Jewelry valued at $800, and 

much more.  

For tickets and auction link, go to bwc.io/

sharethelove. Bidding begins February 4 

at 9 am. For more information or to help, 

contact Sue Brinkmeyer, 805-626-0363 

Currently, the 

Winter Shelter is 

open and has been 

very busy. Our 

week to serve food 

is March 13-19 if 

the weather is 45° or colder at night or 

rain is more than 1/4 inch. If you want to 

be a food provider (packaged dinner and 

breakfast), contact Priscilla Anderson. 

Because of the increased need this year, 

we are collecting socks, undergarments, 

scarves, beanies, jackets, sleeping bags, 

backpacks, jackets, and sweats for adults 

and children. They need to be new or 

cleaned and in good condition. There is a 

collection bin out on Sunday morning for 

these, or you can bring them to the bench 

in front of the home of Judy Alexandre. If 

you have a question, please contact 

judyalexandre@gmail.com. 

On Sunday, March 5, we will host a Blood 

Drive for Vitalant in our parking lot from 

8:30 am to 12:30 pm. For more 

information, contact Jacob Ward at 

jlw912@hotmail.com. Look for the link to 

sign up coming soon! 

Step Up Ventura is very 

grateful for your Christmas 

offering to support its 

literacy program. This 

program has volunteer readers who read 

to the children weekly. These children are 

unhoused, at risk of being unhoused, or 

have no permanent home. Mostly, they do 

not own books (the program provides the 

books and gifts to the children) and are 

not read to. Therefore, these preschool 

children have slow cognitive and 

vocabulary development. Come volunteer 

and make a difference. If interested, email  

info@stepupventura.org. 

Young Life continues to 

walk with teenagers, 

supporting their events, 

meeting with them on their 

turf, having outings, and engaging them in 

local clubs. Did you know that Orchard 

provides office space for Young Life? If 

you are interested in Young Life, stop by 

the office and talk to Dave Afman.  

The Kitchen Basic Kits provided for the 

Move In project helped 143 households, 

which included men, women, children, 

and veterans. Thank you!!! Did you know 

that Howard Young volunteers with this 

group? You can, too! Just ask Howard! 

Each week there are Collection Bins on 

the church patio for you to donate 

nonperishable food, hygiene items, and 

clothing. Your donations are needed and 

welcome all year. The food goes to the 

Salvation Army food pantry, and the other 

collections go to One Stop and the Arch 

shelter. Thank you! 

Thank you for caring, serving, and being 

involved. If you would like to be part of an 

event or the committee, please contact 

Priscilla Anderson at 

prillu1950@gmail.com. 

GLOBAL MISSION 
January Global Missions  

News and Prayer Requests 

This month we have updates giving us 

small glimpses into the creative and 

courageous love our global mission 

partners share in the communities where 

they serve and bring the light of Jesus 

1,100 Breakfast bags made 

last August 

Assembly line for Breakfast 

In A Bag 

bwc.io/sharethelove
bwc.io/sharethelove
mailto:judyalexandre@gmail.com
mailto:jlw912@hotmail.com
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through their hands and feet. Let us pray 

and ask our Lord to help us be his light 

and his love in the places we live, work 

and learn.   

Antalya, Turkey, 

Ramazan Arcan,  

 

Antalya Evangelical Church,  Below is 

the invitation sent out in a city, where 

Christian believers are usually disowned 

by their Muslim families, for a Christmas 

service the church held in a large cultural 

center. The service was full.  

“Every birth is special and important and 

will definitely change someone's life. But 

there is a birth that occurred 2000 years 

ago that wants to affect and change not 

just someone's life but everyone's life. We 

would like to see you among us in this 

special Christmas celebration where we 

will celebrate Jesus Christ, whose birth 

divided history in two. 

If you would like to listen to the beautiful 

melodies that the Christmas Choir will 

perform, watch the Christmas theatre, get 

information about the meaning and 

importance of the day, come taste our 

treats and buy gifts from Santa Claus.”  

Pray: Protection for Ramazan and his 

family (they have been threatened), 

Protection for the Christians and the 

church properties and that the church will 

grow in numbers and faith.      

 Bila Tserkva, 

Ukraine—Nita 

Hanson (God’s 

Hidden Treasures).  The war continues 

to rage in Ukraine with damage to life and 

property that is beyond description. GHT 

staff are risking their own lives as they 

persevere in bringing the hope of God to 

people through personal relationships in 

the name of Jesus Christ. They are 

currently driving their van on trips to 

recently liberated villages bringing food, 

hygiene items, generators, and other life 

saving supplies along with Christmas gifts 

for children and Bibles for those who want 

them. After each trip staff report all of the 

Bibles are taken and they need to order 

more.    

Pray: Protection for GHT staff and the 

chaplains who risk going into occupied 

villages. Pray for an end to the war and 

peace in Ukraine. Pray for healing of the 

physical and emotional wounds suffered 

by the Ukrainian people.  Pray for staff as 

they continue work with limited power and 

heat this winter. Pray for wisdom, health 

and strength for Nita. 

Lupeni, 

Romania—

Brandi and 

Dana Bates (New Horizons) The ministry 

programs the Bates lead all focus on 

relationship.  Dana shared this quote from 

his former roommate Peter Wehner on 

why Jesus loved friendship, “Power 

cannot generate love,” Pastor Dudley told 

me. “Power can generate obedience, fear, 

awe, grudging submission — but not love.  

The God who comes to us in Jesus 

doesn’t want grudging submission; he 

wants us to love him and be loved by him.  

He wants relationship, including 

friendship, and so he came in 

vulnerability, not in power.” 

Brandi.brianna@gmail.com or 

danabrandi@new-horizons.ro    

Pray: For the Ukrainan refugees and 

support for the “Reading Without Borders” 

program. Pray for wisdom and health for 

the Bates and provision for their ministry.  

J and N serve in southeast Asia. Pray  

for courage and faithfulness as they deal 

with difficult issues in a country where 

Christians are frequently persecuted, even 

killed. Pray for them as they begin a time 

of transition. They will be working for the 

coming months from their home in the US.   

Pray for new believers to grow in faith.  

For their prayer letters or further 

information please reach out to 

r_smith122@hotmail.com  

Siquatepeque—

Honduras (Union 

Biblica) Orlando 

& Sylvia Japas minister to children in the 

public schools teaching Christian values. 

At Christmas their Facebook video 

program, Lamparita (presented by 

children, for children) shared the 

Christmas story in cartoon form.    

The recently elected Honduran 

government is considering removing their 

Christian Values program from the 

schools. Orlando has asked us to pray 

they will be able to continue to have 

access to the schools. Pray for protection 

(especially spiritural protecton) for Orlando 

and Sylvia and their family and staff. 

Wesley and Natalie with their two sons 

are ministering in an undisclosed country 

in the Arabian Peninsula. They are 

preparing to move to a new city and are 

thanking God for changed lives. Details 

are shared on their confidential website.    

They ask that we pray for their future 

home, in a strategic location. For the Holy 

Spirit to prepare the hearts of our new 

neighbors and landlord.  Pray for the 

logistics and the timing of our move. 

Pray for the transition of our current 

responsibilities in the 24/7 Prayer Room 

before we plant ourselves in the new city. 

If you would like to connect directly with 

Natalie and Wes or receive a monthly 

prayer calendar, please reach out to Lizzie 

Barminski (ewbarminski@gmail.com). 

Their work is inspiring. 

 

http://www.antalyaevangelicalchurch.com/
https://www.godshiddentreasures.org/
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IMPACT - International Short 

Term Missions (impact-

theglobe.org)  Kristy LaBarge, 

Impact Director, reports that 

applications for short-term trips for the 

summer are currently being accepted and 

the deadline is February 12. She 

encourages young and older to prayerfully 

consider making a trip. Trips to serve with 

our partners in Honduras, Romania and 

Turkey are being planned.   

Lifewater 

International | A Non

-Profit Christian Clean Water Organization 

Significant Sacrifice 2023—Watch for 

more information about Significant 

Sacrifice during Lent.  

If you are concerned about the condition 

of the world, want to see how God is 

working around the globe, and want to 

learn from churches in other cultures, join 

the Global Missions Team. Contact Rich 

Smith at r_smith122@hotmail.com. 

MEN’S PRE SUPER BOWL 
BREAKFAST 

Saturday, February 11, 2023, in the 

Orchard Worship Center at 8:30 am.  

Start your Super Bowl weekend off right 

with a terrific time of fellowship, food, 

music, and an uplifting message. Tickets 

are on sale NOW online and on the 

church patio.  

As always, there will be a delicious 

gourmet breakfast prepared by Chef 

Howard and his mighty crew. Jimmy Mac 

and his band will perform worship music at 

its finest. Of course, some incredible 

prizes will be raffled off, and there will be 

plenty of Lon’s corny jokes.  

Our Guest Speaker will be Wes Haystead, 

past president of a communication 

software and record-keeping company, 

Senior Editor for curriculum development 

at Gospel Light Publications, and author 

of eight books focused on teaching 

ministry. He will bring his knowledge and 

wit to us in a message titled: Zerubbabel, 

More Than Just a Funny Bible Name: 

Lessons to be Learned. 

Coffee & bagels will be ready at 8 am if 

you want to come early and hang out 

before we start at 8:30 am. For 

questions about this event, please contact 

Lon Herrera. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDIES 
Proverbs is the Bible’s own how-to 

manual. The wisdom contained in its 

practical and simple instructions will help 

you to be successful and prosperous in 

your work, your dealings with family and 

friends, and your relationship with God. 

Beginning February 19, 2023, The 

Sunday Morning Men’s Fellowship (9 

am in the Conference Room and on 

Zoom) will glean incredible messages 

from this book while providing fellowship 

opportunities for every participant to make 

connections of this wisdom to their own 

lives. All men are encouraged to join us 

on this exciting adventure. Signup online 

now or on the patio, Sunday, February 5 

and 12. Study Guides will also be 

available for a suggested donation of $10. 

Contact Lon Herrera at 

Lonpsd@hotmail.com if 

you have any questions. 

 

 

 

The Wednesday Night 

Men’s Bible Study meets 

at 6:30 pm in the 

Conference Room and on 

Zoom and is studying 

“Psalms- Prayers of the 

Heart.” Feel free to come 

join this Bible study even though it has 

been ongoing. If you have any questions, 

contact Rich Smith at 

r_smith122@hotmail.com 

WOMEN'S 
SPRING TEA 

Join us on March 

25 at 11am in the 

Worship Center. 

We heard your requests...it's 

time for another Women's Ministries Tea! 

After a few years' hiatus, we are excited to 

be planning a spring tea that will be done 

up right! We've got a special musical 

guest performing, we're bringing on an 

outside speaker, and it will be catered! All 

you have to do is put on your best spring 

outfit (and tea hat if you'd like) and come! 

Register now online or via the Church 

Center app. You can register in person on 

March 5 or 12. Note that 

childcare will be available 

by reservation only.  

One request: We are 

looking for a few women 

to "host" a table. This 

means you would bring plates, silverware, 

tea cups, decorations, and anything else 

you want to include to make your table 

lovely for the women sitting with you. If 

you are interested in hosting, please email 

Deya at deya@orchardventura.org.  

We hope you will bring a friend or two and 

enjoy a fun event with your Orchard 

friends!  

 

https://www.impact-theglobe.org/
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SMALL GROUP & BIBLE 
STUDY OPPORTUNITIES 

Small Group Open House 

Come for a luncheon and to hear what 

Small Groups are all about at Orchard, as 

well as connect with other current Small 

Group members. Encourage all who are 

either currently participating in Small 

Groups or who want to hear or learn 

about Small Groups at Orchard to 

participate. 

Register now online! When you register, 

please select an item to bring for the 

Sandwich Bar.  

NEW - Sundays 

After the Service 

Have you ever 

wondered what it 

must have been like 

to be at the Last 

Supper? In the 

Garden of 

Gethsemane? Or in 

the courtyard at Jesus’ trial?  Join us for 

this after-service Lenten Study that will 

begin Sunday, February 26. 

Our Easter Bible study invites you to “step 

into Scripture” as you read about and 

imagine what it would have been like to 

be there. Our study guide will be From 

Seder to Sunday, Step Into Scripture by 

Susan K. Boyd (Westbow Press).  

How would you react? At the Last Supper 

would you have wondered why Judas left 

early? In the Garden, would you have 

stayed awake? Would you have told the 

crowd you were one of His disciples 

during his trials? These and other Lenten 

season scenes will be replayed to give 

you an opportunity to ponder what you 

might have done or thought at that time. 

The six sessions will be held in the 

Library from 12 noon to 1:15 each 

Sunday (Feb 26-April 2). The multi-

media presentation will be led by Randy 

Metz. Light snacks and water will be 

provided. 

Sign up online (scan the code), 

look on the Church Center App, 

or on the patio on Sunday 

mornings. We are requesting a $5 

donation to help cover the cost of the 

books.  

Stay tuned for more Lenten 

Study Group Opportunities!  
Info coming soon! 

Pastor’s Bible Study 

TUESDAY 10 AM  

ORCHARD LIBRARY & ZOOM 

Pastor Matt leads a Bible Study and 

discussion about a book of the Bible in the 

Library at Orchard. No homework or study 

ahead is required. The class is open to 

everyone and it is a fantastic time to learn 

from and discuss the Bible, theology, and 

life application with our Pastor. 

Email Pastor Matt or call church office for 

the ZOOM meeting information! 

https://orchardcommunity.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/1602946
https://qrco.de/bdeYYO
mailto:matt@orchardventura.org


SESSION REPORT 

The Session of Orchard Community 
Church met on January 12, 2023 in the 
Library. Before the meeting was called to 
order, Session shared a devotional time on 
Nehemiah 8:10, regarding “the joy of the 

Lord is your strength.” 

Pastor’s Report 
Pastor Matt shared several prayer 
concerns and needs in the congregation 
and how elders could be praying for them 
and/or reaching out to them. He shared 
that his recent weekly short video on 
healing broken relationships had gotten 
more response than usual including some 
people coming to him for confidential 
counseling. Advent and Christmas season 
went well, with some highlights being the 
resumption of the 4pm service for the first 
time since Covid, passing the light with real 
candles in the 7 pm service, and the 

Sunday Christmas morning service. 

New Members 
After deploying elders to meet with them, 
Session welcomed into membership Joan 
Smith, and Ben and Sherry Smith, who 
had all completed the membership 
classes. They will be officially welcomed in 
Worship on a future Sunday when all can 
be in attendance. It is a joy and privilege to 
have such wonderful new members, who 
have already been an active part of our life 

and family at Orchard! 

Finance and Budget for 2023 
Elder Dave Fuhrmann shared about 2022 
finances, which ended on a very positive 
note with a surplus for the year. Dave 
brought the final proposed budget for 
2023, and Session approved it, with a 

projected income of $675,000 and 
budgeted expenses of $682,922, for a 
projected deficit of $7922. This is on the 
low end of projected deficits, none of which 
have actually ended up being deficits in 
recent years due to greater income and/or 
less expense than anticipated. The budget 
will be published in the Handbook and 
shared at the Congregational Meeting 
(Food Faces Facts and Fun) January 29, 
where the Pastor’s compensation package 

is also approved. 

Vision and Goals 
Session continued work begun at the 
Retreat on Vision and Goals. A description 
of Session’s vision for Orchard 5-10 years 
from now was refined, resulting in the 
paragraph below. Session also developed 
overall goals, and elders will take these to 
their committees to begin to flesh out 
objectives to support these goals and 
vision. These will be brought back to 

Session for further discussion. 

Descriptive Vision for Orchard 

5-10 years from now  

Orchard is a welcoming, intergenerational 
church founded on Christ’s love and our 
faith in him. We value relationships among 
people of all ages. We share stories about 
our faith and about the difference God 
makes in our lives, caring for each other 
and the neighborhoods we live in. Worship 
services are alive with heartfelt 
enthusiasm, allowing for freedom and 
flexibility to respond to God’s presence. 
Our faith grows through worshiping, 
building relationships, serving in our 
community and the world, and applying 

Bible teaching. 

Corporate Officers 
Corporate Officers for 2023 were elected: 
President – Tim Callahan,  
VP – Mike Park,  
Treasurer – Dave Fuhrmann, and 
Secretary – Sue Hockenmaier. Sue was 
also elected Clerk of Session (with voice 

granted in Session meetings) for 2023. 

Elder Assignments 
At the Session Retreat on December 31, 

Elder assignments were decided: 

Church on a Mission  
Dave Fuhrmann (Global) and Judy 

Alexandre (Local) 

Worship 

Dale Watson and Joy Downing Riley 

Fellowship 

Sue Boyd and Mike Park 

Discipleship 

Lauri Kail and Rich Smith 

Administration 

Michael McQuillan and Tim Callahan 

Nominating Committee 
Tim Callahan (Chair) and Sandy Dinkler 
were chosen to be Elder representatives 
on the Nominating Committee, that 
nominates church officers. The Deacons 
will elect a representative, and four at-large 
members of the committee will be elected 
by the congregation at the FFFF annual 

meeting. 

Submitted by Sue Hockenmaier, Clerk of Session 

Members of Orchard Community Church may 
request copies of minutes from Session. Please 

contact Sue Hockenmaier with your request. 

December saw very generous giving 
totaling $110,100.  Expenses came in 
a bit below average at $47,800.  
Quite the year as mid year saw our 
largest deficit I’ve seen in 25 years 
but ended up with a modest $27,000 
surplus!  God is good, all the time! 
Thank you for all you do for Orchard 
ministries and missions!  Scoop 
Hockenmaier, for the Finance 

Committee          

2022 FINANCIAL RESULTS 



Orchard Community Church 

8180 Telephone Rd  

Ventura CA 93004 

Quick links to our website, Connection Card, Bulletin, Sunday’s 

Online Service, subscribe to the weekly email, online giving, 

and social media.  

MEET & GREET 

February 26 following the service in the 
Worship Center 

Join a few Orchard Staff members and leaders for lunch 
and learn more about Orchard. Ask your questions and 
find ways to get plugged into this wonderful 
community.  Register now! Scan the QR Code or visit our 
website’s event page or call the Church office for more 

information at 805-647-3757. 


