ORCHARD LIFE

FEBRUARY 2026

A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR

With the coming of February, we find ourselves already in the
midst of another busy year here at Orchard! On Sunday, February
1st, following worship will be our next Meet & Greet for those who
are new to Orchard. Our Meet & Greets are periodic luncheons
with some of our staff and leaders aimed at getting to know people
who are newer to the church, along with a brief introduction to
Orchard. We'd love to have you join us if you're new to Orchard or
for you to encourage those you may know who are new to Orchard

to His distress, but because of the deep meaning they convey. For
over a thousand years, Christians have turned to the seven last
“‘words” or sayings of Jesus on the cross to guide them during
the season of Lent. This year, we will join in that tradition and
focus on the things Jesus uttered with his dying breath. We do
so, hoping not only that we might find guidance for living as
Jesus did, but also so that we might know Jesus more and
understand the meaning of His death more in preparation for
the celebration of His resurrection on Easter.

to attend and even to come with them if you'd like! The annual Pre Finally, | want to invite you to begin the season of Lent with us at

-Super Bowl Orchard Men'’s Breakfast will be on February 71, at
8:30 am. Please join us for a hearty breakfast, inspiring worship,
great fellowship and a thoughtful program!  Our Middle School
Group will be off to Winter Camp at Pondo February 6-8, be sure
to pray for them!

With February this year also comes the beginning of the season of
Lent. Lentis a time of preparation for Easter. During Lent, we
take time to reflect on Jesus, on His life and teaching, and
especially on the meaning of His death. We do this because we
can't fully understand and celebrate Jesus’ resurrection on Easter
unless we first understand who He was and why He died. So,
Lent is a time of renewal, a time for study, and for payer and
worship, all in preparation for, and in anticipation of, Easter.

Our series of messages for Lent this year is called “The Seven
Last Words of Christ.” If you had been a part of the crowd on the
day Jesus died, you would have heard him make seven
astounding statements. They are remarkable words, not only due
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our Ash Wednesday Service on February 18t at 7:00 pm. The
focus of Ash Wednesday is on repentance and renewal, as a way
of seeking to get our hearts and lives right with God as we begin
the season of Lent.

Grace & Peace,

Matt Hoyt
Matt@OrchardVentura.org

THE CROSS

FEBRUARY 1 — VICTORY
ROMANS 5:12, ROMANS 6:16, 23,
CoLOSSIANS 2:14-15, HEBREWS
2:14-15, 1 CoR. 15:54B-56
Jesus died on the cross to defeat the powers of evil: sin, death and
Satan, freeing us from our bondage to them and restoring our life-
giving relationship with God.
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FEBRUARY 8 — UNAWARE

GUEST PREACHER WES HAYSTEAD

LUKE 24:13-35

FEBRUARY 15 — RESTORED

GENESIS 1:31, GENESIS 3:6-11, ISAIAH 59:2, ROMANS 5:10,
ROMANS 5:1

Jesus died on the cross to restore our broken relationship with
God.

THE SEVEN LAST WORDS OF

JESUS

FEBRUARY 18 — THE FIRST WORD: FORGIVE
THEM—ASH WEDNESDAY

LUKE 23:33-34, PSALM 22:18, 1 JOHN 1:9

With this word, by asking God to forgive those who were taking
His life, Jesus made it clear one last time, in a powerful way,
that God forgives even the worst sins.

FEBRUARY 22 — THE SECOND WORD: IN
PARADISE

LUKE 23:32, 39-43, LUKE 19:10, 1 TIMOTHY 1:15

With this word, Jesus offers assurance that salvation is open to
all who put their faith in Him.

YOUTH MINISTRY

This month we send our Middle School students and leaders to
Camp Pondo for Winter Camp February 6-8. Join us in praying
for a weekend of fun, friends and faith! Thank you to all the
leaders and drivers for giving your time for our students!
Summer Camp Registration OPEN NOW:

High School to Forest Home: June 6-11

Middle School to Camp Pondo: July 27-31

Go to orchardventura.org/events or the church app to register!
Leader Spotlight: This month we give thanks for Corrie Verloop
who rejoined our volunteer team after a long break from youth
ministry. Corrie has just the right gifts for what our students
need! She has a whole bunch of youth ministry experience from
working on staffs for Young Life and Camp Pondo as well as a
long history of volunteering. Corrie really cares about our church
and prioritizes providing meaningful experiences for our
students. She comes up with so many great ideas and is gifted

at teaching and leading. One of the reasons this new model of
leadership works so well is because Corrie is so talented and full
of love for the youth of our congregation and their friends.
Thank you, Corrie!

YOUTH CONFIRMATION CLASS

Our High School students will have the opportunity to learn more
about the Church, theology, history, purpose and mission on
Sunday mornings at 9am beginning February 1st. Students will
learn to articulate their own faith through the process of writing a
statement of faith. Please spread the word to the young people
in your midst. Studies show that it is much harder to come to
faith later in life, so we want to provide our young people with
opportunities to engage in some thoughtful discussions while we
are here to support them in their decisions for faith before they
take off for college and careers. If you are interested in helping
with this class, please reach out to Melinda. (While this class is
going on, we will need some hosts for the Middle School Sunday
School video series. Let Melinda know if you can host a Sunday
or two in February and March.)

ORCHARD YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL

9-10 AM in the Youth Building

At Sunday School we study the Bible, eat donuts and hang out
with our friends. What a great way to start the week!
ORCHARD YOUTH GROUP

SUNDAYS 4-6 PM

Middle and High School Students

Come ready to have fun, find a community of friends and grow
in faith! Bring your friends! Our leaders are looking forward to
getting to know you better this year.

ORCHARD YOUTH HANGOUT

WEDNESDAYS 4:30-5:30 PM

The youth building will be open Wednesdays 4:30-5:30 PM
(right after Kids Club) for those middle and high schoolers who
volunteer, to hang out, have coffee, snacks and smoothies, play
foosball, etc.

CHILDREN'S MINISTRY

Children’s Spring Tea Party: Parents and Grandparents, you
are invited to bring your children to the Children’s Spring Tea
Party on Saturday, March 14t 2:00-3:30. Our kids will perform
their mini musical, we will learn some basic etiquette, eat some
yummy treats, make crafts, etc. It is so much fun to dress up
and make memories with a favorite adult! RSVP online.

We also need volunteers to help set up, serve, clean up as well
as face painting, craft leaders and activity hosts. This is a fun
event for boys and girls of all ages.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Adventure Day Camp: June 15-19 8:30-12:30

VBS: June 22-26 & 28 8:30-12:30

Summer Bash: (2nd-4th Graders) August 3-7 10:00-noon
CHILDREN’S SPRING MINI MusIcAL

This spring Orchard Kids will present a sweet mini musical about
the goodness of God. If your child or grandchild would like to



participate in this production, sign up with Melinda and join us
Wednesdays 3:00-4:30 in the Children’s Center beginning
February 4th,

Melinda Hoyt

Director of Family Ministries & Outreach
Melinda@OrchardVentura.org

SONSHINE PRESCHOOL

Annette Walters
Sonshine Preschool Director
Annette@OrchardVentura.org

While February may seem a little early to be thinking about a
new school year, it is just the right time. Beginning February 4th
through the 11th, we will open priority registration to all current
and former Sonshine families and to children of Orchard
Community Church members. Registration is in person and first-
come, first-served. The registration fee can be paid by cash,
check, credit card, or Zelle payment.

Once priority registration closes, we will open registration to new
families on Wednesday, February 18th, at 8:00 am. This
registration will be online only. Families who have toured will
receive an email with the registration link, which will also be
available on our website and social media channels. If you know
of any families with preschoolers who might be interested in
touring, please have them contact me as soon as possible.
February tends to fill up quickly, as folks want to tour before
registration happens.

We hope the 2026-2027 school year starts with full classrooms
of little humans we get to watch grow up. As | have written about
before, we are facing new challenges every year with the
addition of Universal Transitional Kindergarten to every
elementary school in the state. We continue to strategize,
respond rationally, and pray for God’s direction. As always,
thank you for your support!

ORCHARD YOUNG ADULTS

Spread the word and invite your friends! Orchard Young Adults

gather Tuesday evenings for Bible Study, fellowship and fun. 6- §

8 PM in the Youth Building.

SENIOR SINGLES

Pizza and Soda Floats—February 19, 11am-12:30pm

Join us third Thursdays to get to know other Orchard Senior
Singles. We generally have lunch, a short message or devotion,
some themed activities and social time. This is a great
opportunity to meet new people and get better acquainted with
your church friends. Friends welcome! Please rsvp (online or
clipboard on patio) so we have enough food and seats. We can't
wait to see you!

WOMEN'S MINISTRY

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY
Women’s Wednesday Morning Bible
study is ready to launch our spring
study on February 18th. Find our
Women's Ministries table on the
church patio January 25th or February
1st (or Charlene in the church office
during the week) to pick up your new book if you are returning,
or to sign up if you are new. Books are $20 (if you can).

We will be diving into a study of the gospel of Mark, Knowing
Jesus as Servant by Tara-Leigh Cobble. “The Son of God reigns
as King and Savior, yet He came to serve. The deeper we know
this, the more it transforms how we live and relate to others,
because He’s where the joy is!” (quote from the Amazon blurb)
Women new to this study group are always welcome! It runs
from February 18th-May 6th on Wednesday mornings from 9:30-
11:30. We meet in a large group of about 40 women for a short
worship time, then break into 4 discussion groups. This is where
we dig into what Jesus says and means, and who Jesus is. We
share our thoughts and concerns and pray for each other. At
home, we work through the daily Bible study questions in
preparation for the next week’s discussion.

We hope to see you all for this new study!

LuAnn Smith, Karen Rittenburg, Diana Loe
luannksmith@gmail.com

MEN'S MINISTRY

MEN'S SUNDAY MORNING FELLOWSHIP
SUNDAYS AT 9 AM

CONFERENCE ROOM

Spend time in the Bible walking together through our faith.

TUESDAY EVENINGS &
WEDNESDAY MORNINGS

TUESDAY MORNING MEN'S BREAKFAST

oy g TUESDAYS—8
4 AM—MAIN 5T
RESTAURANT &
STEAKHOUSE

-‘Ll ’ o

X Street, Ventura
Tuesday morning
Men’s Breakfast is

men of Orchard
and invited guests meet to hang out, discuss their interests
from football to family, and have a delicious breakfast.
Christian based with prayer for those in need, in a low key
atmosphere where all individuals are valued and accepted.
First time attendees are highly encouraged.

Contact the Men's Ministry Leadership Team
mensministry@orchardventura.org if you have questions or
want to get plugged in!
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SMALL & COMMON INTEREST GROUPS
e #7005 M A%, 7Y CARD GAMES
o ',; 1st & 3rd Tuesdays
e 2% 12:30-2:30 PM in the Library
71 1 Join the Card Game Common
g Interest Group and RSVP to
< % s this event!

COMMON INTEREST

CARD GAMES

WALKING GROUP

1 Dm ’y’;o W Come when you can! Join the
group for more info & to stay

up to date!

_ Wednesday Morning from 7-

' 8 AM Kimball Park

Thursday Evening from 6:15-

7:15 PM Riverview Linear Park

PASTOR’S BIBLE STUDY

Tuesdays at 10am in the
Library

..............

A Bible Study and discussion

‘ LU -~ B about a book of the Bible in
& 5 % 4 the Library at Orchard. No

X “”"“7 e e \omework or study ahead is
required. The class is open to everyone and it is a fantastic time
to learn from and discuss the Bible, theology, and life application
with our Pastor.

LOCAL MISSIONS

Local Missions answers the call of Deuteronomy 15:11 b,
“Therefore | command you, you shall open wide your hand to
your brother, to the needy, and to the poor in your land.”

The Winter Warming Collection of warm coats, hats, gloves,
socks, sweaters/sweatshirts, shoes, blankets and waterproof
sleeping bags, is continuing through February. Thank you for
your generous donations, which go to, Mercy House and the
River Church for distribution to homeless individuals.

The Soup in a Bag event in January produced over 1100 hot
and accessible meals again this year, under the leadership of
Randy Metz. Seeing the many hands preparing the bags,
refilling stations, stacking boxes, cleaning up after and delivering
to the Salvation Army, Mercy House and other partner
organizations reflected the servant hearts at Orchard.

The residents at Tender Life enjoyed homemade nachos (by
request) with all the toppings and delicious desserts recently.
New moms and babies joined the conversation and shared their
success stories and challenges. It's a joy to see how the girls
change after being at Tender Life for a while and encouraging
them by our presence. Thank you, Priscilla Anderson, for

coordinating and to all the many women who contributed.

Men’s Ministry and Local Missions are teaming up to provide a
fun, interactive game and work day at Mercy House (ARCH) on
Saturday, February 21st. We will again be organizing donations
(6 volunteers needed), and sharing time and conversation over
puzzles, games, music and BINGO. All volunteers must be 18 or
older. If you would like to get involved you may sign up on the
church app, or at the table outside the church.

Watch for upcoming announcements in March for another
Vitalant Blood Drive and the Winter Warming Shelter Meals,
scheduled for Saturdays in March during cold and rainy weather.
Three meals are provided for homeless individuals, who are
given hotel rooms for the night as part of a city-wide initiative. If
you are interested in helping, contact Priscilla Anderson.

Thank you all for your amazing generosity in helping meet these
needs in our local community!

GLOBAL MISSIONS

Matthew 5:43-44. “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your
neighbor and hate your enemy.” But | tell you, love your
enemies and pray for those who persecute you...”

Two of our partner updates this month help us understand at a
deeper level what Jesus is telling us to do in these verses.
Would we prepare a party for those who persecute us in hope
they will come to know Jesus? Would we bring food and
supplies to those who are brutally attempting to destroy our
country, our homes and our lives?

From Ramazan Arkan in Antalya, Turkey where Christians who
are a very small minority, are scorned by Muslims, and are
usually rejected by their Muslim families if they convert to
Christianity.

“We just finished all of our Christmas
events (Ladies, College Student,
Young Adults Groups and General
Christmas Outrice) and services and it
was truly a blessed season! Almost
900 new people attended these
events, received the Bible and heard the gospel message.”

The invitation read, “You are invited to Christmas Celebration
2025! Come let's celebrate together.”

This event, which was very significant for the entire world, took
place nearly 2000 years ago. We will be very happy to see you
dear Antalya people among us in this important celebration with
Christmas tunes performed by the choir, theater and dance
performance, gifts from Santa Claus and food and treats that we
will offer! Participation is free.”

From Nita Hanson in Bila Tserkva, Ukraine

Thank you Orchard!!! Each year a special offering is taken at
Christmas and divided between Local Missions and Global
Missions. The Global Missions Team chose God’s Hidden
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Treasures in Ukraine this year for our portion of the offering.
These funds will be arriving in time to help support the winter
heating program GHT began last year to assist their most needy
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clients with winter heating expenses.
The program provides wood for those
who use wood to heat their homes ‘
and it can pay the monthly fuel bill for g
others who have central heat used in |
the Soviet era apartment buildings
where many clients live.
Surpassing the bleakness of winter and war, God s Hidden
Treasures staff is also confronted with what it means to love
your enemy. Nita Hanson shared that recently one of her staff
came to her and asked if when they provide supplies for the
chaplains they work with, they could ask the chaplains who take
the supplies into occupied areas in the East near the border not
to give anything to the Russians who are living in the area. Nita
said that she told her that GHT would continue to give the
supplies to any in need, because Jesus told us to love our
enemies.

From Brandi and Dana Bates in Lupeni, Romania

T From Brandi—“Christmas
greetings from Romania! To
=98 be more precise, fifth-day-of-
Christmas greetings from
Brandi in Lupeni, Romania!
Here the bells still ring: Christ
is born! For us! | pray this
finds you safe, secure and held in His embodied Love.
Sometimes | get asked, "What are your plans?" While there is
so much | cannot see, | trust a God who does. Here is what |
think | can see for now: After many years of feeling like a fish out
of water here in Lupeni, and despite the upheaval in my
personal and our family's lives, it has somehow become Home.
Joining a local Church, the library with our new adult book club,
my friends, it being apparent that my work in reading aloud to
children is still needed locally and nationally, being Gabriel's
mom...these things shelter, sustain and activate me. | am home,
feeling called to begin some new projects. | will be here at least
until Gabriel finishes high school in 3 1/2 years. Of course, only
God knows, and that's good enough for me

In this new year, | endeavor to send out one newsletter a month.
This monthly update would include news of my library work in
Lupeni and my literacy work in Romania and could also include
personal news.

| am very excited to be starting a new venture - Real World
Read Aloud - in which | will be designing initiatives and trainings
locally and nationally that will directly address the onslaught of
the virtual world on childhood and that will offer reading together
and sharing stories as one viable defense, helping children stay
connected to the real world. As many children are given less
and less real world experiences, staring into their screens
instead, | worry: how will they experience (taste, see, look,
consider) the Living God?

‘Taste and see that the Lord is good'... (Psalm 34:8)
‘Look at the birds of the air...Consider the lilies of the field'...
(Matthew 6: 26 & 28)

= One of the abiding goals of our library's work: to keep children

and teens connected to the written word by giving them a quality
weekly experience with a shared story. Though we are a library

~ and not a church, | believe with all my heart that vibrant literacy
& (which is under aggressive attack) is essential for communion

with the Word of God and He who John wrote of in the beginning
of his gospel: "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God."

Briana is in her 2nd year and has just joined the Honors
Program at her city college, on her way to medical school it
looks like. Next term she is looking forward to tutoring in both
the math and chemistry departments. We are so very happy to
have her here with us in Romania for the holidays!

On July 16th, Briana underwent a life-changing double jaw
surgery. This surgery simply would not have been possible for
Briana without the many of you that provided for it. We thank
you with all of our hearts!

Thanks to the generosity of a dear friend, | was able to be there
in time for the surgery and to nurse her in the days and weeks to
follow. Immediately, even while extremely swollen, she could
breathe easily through her nose, something she had never been
able to do. Briana was resilient and awe-inspiring in her
recovery journey.

After giving his all to studying this Spring, Gabriel placed 5th in
his school in the 8th grade national exams, and subsequently
walked into the high school placement of his choice. The rest of
his year has been filled with firsts: first time on Viata's high ropes
course, first time travelling alone on an airplane, joining Briana
and | in California after her surgery, first high mountain summit
(Paréang with Dana), and first day of high school.

Thank you for your prayers, thoughts, provision and patience!

A Happy New Year to you and yours!

With His Love and mine, Brandi”

From Dana—"Dear Friends in Christ, | just returned from
another whirlwind trip in East Africa and am looking forward to a
time of peace and quiet with family and friends, reflecting on and
celebrating “when Love came to town’-- that is to say, the
Incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ.

| was able to visit several of our 40 IMPACT service groups in
Kenya and Uganda, and it was simply wonderful to see the
transformation of the youth. In a group in the village of Muguga
near Nairobi, Kevin, the dynamic group leader who is also
training to be a doctor, became Christian through IMPACT.
When he saw that the IMPACT group was involved in the
community installing trash bins, he joined the group, learned the
WHY behind it all, and converted from atheism to Christianity
and was recently baptized.

Service is a visible expression of the Gospel message, where
“actions speak louder.” Perhaps this is why Saint John
Chrysostom stressed: “The most perfect rule of Christianity, its



exact definition, its highest summit, is this: to seek what is for the
benefit of all."

And yet, another even more powerful example of the power of
service to transform lives comes from the Tana River area
where the Pokomo Tribe lives, in Southern Kenya. The Pokomo
are a Bantu ethnic group in southeastern Kenya, primarily living
along the Tana River in Tana River County. They are known as
agriculturalists and fishermen and are famous for their dancing
(see https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YkJ89azUXds). Their
area, while quite dry, nevertheless floods frequently because of
heavy rains rushing in from other areas of Kenya.

Hundreds of young people became Christians in Tana River
because of the solidarity shown by Christian youth who,
mobilized by IMPACT groups, traveled long distances from
Nairobi and other locations and helped them rebuild their homes
after floods. Now, there is a vibrant Church there, the first and
only one in the area as the rest of the region is Muslim. There
are now over 1,000 faithful new believers, and most of them are
youth!

Also due to the flooding in this area, an important bridge that
gave children access to their only school washed out. Children
are literally swimming across crocodile-infested waters. The
IMPACT group started there decided to take on the project of
getting the bridge rebuilt. Through networking in the Church,
with community leaders, elders, and public officials, they have
received the green light and are moving forward, meeting with
engineers and technicians to ensure a good design (the terrain
is challenging as it is very sandy). The community and local
officials are rallying behind this project, with both financial and
muscular support.

These are just a few examples of faith in action through the
IMPACT model. We have seen so many positive outcomes
including evangelism, life-skills development, community
improvements, and more. IMPACT East Africa currently
includes 40 groups in Uganda, Kenya, and (soon) Tanzania,
working with the Maasai on gender violence; in Kampala,
Uganda, on sanitation for malaria prevention; and many more
examples—all led by the youth, who are expressing faith, hope,
and love through the concrete “burden bearing” (Gal. 6:2)
process that is the heart of IMPACT.

It is my great joy and responsibility to provide vision, mentoring
and technical assistance for these IMPACT groups directly, but
especially through the regional coordinators in each diocese.
Ten of us meet regularly to pray, encourage one another, share
resources, and strategize.”

From Kristy LaBarge, Impact Director—“We are looking at
potentially sending teams to Honduras, Turkey, Uganda and
Romania! - God is continuing to show faithfulness to this
ministry.”

Dean May (trip participant)—‘In Romania, | was able to

understand how big God's creation is, and how locked away |
have been in my little corner of the world. God's creation was on
full display. The people. The food. The culture. The language.
The landscape. Simply amazing. It was also very meaningful to
come alongside a missionary movement that has been in
operation for twenty years, and to help this organization in its
vision to bring about hope and a positive outlook for people who
have been disenfranchised through different aspects of their life.
There is something for everyone! God is moving!"

Please pray for all of our mission partners.

Antalya, Turkey--Ramazan Arkan
Bila Tserkva, Ukraine—Nita Hanson
Lupeni, Romania—Brandi and Dana Bates (New Horizons)

Siquatepeque—Honduras (Union Biblica) Orlando and
Sylvia

Kristy LaBarge, Impact Director

Arabian Peninsula, Nat (who grew up at Orchard), and Wes,
with their 2 sons Tobias and Jet—The Arabian Peninsula

J and N, Serving in Southeast Asia

If you are concerned about the condition of the world, want to
see how God is working around the globe, and want to learn
from churches in other cultures, join the Global Missions
Team. Contact Sandy Dinkler at sbdinkler@gmail.com

DEACONS

Are you or a Church friend feeling beaten down by life's
necessities? Could you use a temporary hand-up?

The Orchard Deacons want to help with compassionate and
practical aid, such as emergency meals, groceries,
transportation, or a little boost up if you have an unexpected
bill. The Deacons would like to help, so please contact the
Church Office or speak with one of our compassionate
Deacons. All is kept confidential.

SESSION MEETING

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE JANUARY SESSION MEETING
The Session of Orchard Community Church met on January 8,
2026 in the Library. Moderator Matt Hoyt called the meeting to
order with prayer and shared a devotional on Matthew 5:43-44.
Pastor’s Report

Pastor Matt shared several prayer concerns and needs in the
congregation and how Session could pray for them and/or reach
out to them. He asked that Elders remind their committees
about the need to get Event Forms in, in a timely manner, for
various reasons including making sure there aren'’t calendar
conflicts or crowding (like two major events in one weekend). It
is much easier to fix these issues if there is sufficient lead time.
It's never too early, even if you know a date of an upcoming
event in 2027.




Matt updated Session about Charlene Rodriguez’s start in the
office and how well it is going, and also mentioned how helpful
both Corrie Verloop and Dave Fuhrmann have been with her
training. Stop in the office and meet her if you haven't yet!
Finance and Budgeting

Treasurer Dave Fuhrmann shared about 2025 finances, which
ended on a very positive note with approximately $27,000
surplus for the year. Dave brought the final proposed General
Fund budget for 2026. Session approved it and thanked Dave
profusely. Projected giving is a 7.26% increase over last year's
budget (projected from 2025 giving), and expense increases are
around 5.78%. COLA increases of 3% are included for all staff.
The budget has a projected deficit of about $4,000. This is on
the low end of projected deficits, none of which have actually
ended up being deficits in recent years due to greater income
and/or less expense than anticipated. Bryan Bondy will be taking
over from Dave as Treasurer this year (Thank you, Bryan!). The
budget will be shared with the congregation at the Annual
Meeting on January 25th.The 2025 surplus in the General Fund
of about $27,000 was moved to Restricted account 3211 -
General Fund Surplus. Some of this fund was moved to a new
Restricted Fund which will be set aside for Children’s and Youth
camps and other scholarships, like the Women’s Retreat.
Storage for the Christmas Shoppe

As a follow-up to the last several months’ discussions about a
Christmas Shoppe storage unit, Facilities Chair Priscilla
Anderson reported that we will not be placing a large storage
container on campus, but they are looking for existing storage
places here on campus, and possibly rebuilding or adding a
shed. This will be pursued, making sure the space is not too
divided up and is secure.

Corporate Officers

Corporate Officers for 2026 were elected: President — Judy
Alexandre, VP — Priscilla Anderson, Treasurer — Bryan Bondy,
and Secretary — Sue Hockenmaier. Sue was also elected Clerk
of Session (with voice) for 2026.

Elder Assignments

Elder assignments were decided upon for 2026:

Church on a Mission — Pat DeFisher (Global) and Judy
Alexandre (Local)

Worship - June Verloop and Lauri Kail

Fellowship — Betsy Harry and Jacob Ward

Discipleship — Jerry Horstmeyer (Adults and Youth) and Barry
Reagan (Children and Preschool)

Administration — Diana Loe (Finance and Personnel) and
Priscilla Anderson (Facilities and Nominating Committee)
Vision and Goals

Session spent some time looking at strengths and weaknesses
(or opportunities) from 2025, as a first step toward future vision
setting.

Other Actions

Session approved changing the April Session meeting to the
third Thursday (April 16), instead of April 9.

New signers and authorized access people were approved
for all of the Orchard accounts, to remove some people
no longer in office, to add the new Elder and Treasurer
as signers, and to give office staff online access.

Submitted by Sue Hockenmaier,

Clerk of Session

Members of Orchard Community Church may request copies of minutes from
Session. Please contact Sue Hockenmaier with your request.

FINANCE

— $777,500
|

Budgeted Expenses ($64,800/mo.)

_ $771,700

Actual Expenses ($64,300/mo.)*

et e 3850y | [ .21

*Averages for the =

Year-end giving was quite good, turning a modest November
deficit into a $27,000 net gain for 2025. This is good to see as
we’re going into 2026 essentially fully staffed and our budget
has several increases for inflation and increased ministry efforts.
Thank you for all you do for Orchard ministries and missions!
Scoop Hockenmaier

For the Finance Committee

PRAYER CORNER

12 Hour Prayer Vigil - Bold Prayers for Our
Times Special Prayer Event, Monday, February 16, 2026

We will be patterning our prayers for other nations after the book
of Amos as well as for our nation.

The prophet Amos is unique among the prophets because he
prophesied the same message to both the nations surrounding
Israel and Israel itself. The Book of Amos describes an
arrogant, hypocritical, immoral people who sold the needy,
oppressed the poor, took advantage of the helpless, charged
exorbitant rents, and gained profits dishonestly.

Amos warns the nations around Israel and Israel that God's
judgment is coming as a result of ignoring God's basic law to
care for the needy and to worship God authentically.

Amos also provides instruction how to return to God and how
God will restore them when they end their pursuit of weatlh and
exploitation and instead pursue true worship.

Prayer Vigil Launch - Group prayer - Worship Building: 9:00 -
9:45a.m.

At Home Prayer Shifts with Fasting - pray solo, or
in small groups or families: 9:30 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Pick up your prayer guide from the patio or the
office starting February 8, 2026. Then sign up on
the patio or through the church app (QR code) for
a ten minute shift to pray.

Questions? Contact Joy Downing Riley at jdredit@yahoo.com
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FEBRUARY 16

9AM GATHERING in the Worship Center
9:45AM - 9PM Individual & Family Prayer at home
PRAYER GUIDES WILL BE ABAILABLE!
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